Town of Woodbury
Conservation Commission
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WOODBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, September 2, 2025
7:00 p.m., — Shove Building, 281 Main Street South

MEMBERS PRESENT: MEMBERS ABSENT:
J. Sherman, Vice Chairman D. Taylor, Chairman

T. Clark C. McDevitt

D. West L. Peters

C. Samoska

1. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

Vice Chairman Sherman began the meeting at 7:00 p.m. A quorum was established.

2. APPROVAL OF AUGUST MEETING MINUTES

Vice Chair Sherman presented the minutes of the August 5, 2025, Conservation Commission meeting for
consideration. He called for comments. There were none.

MOTION:
To approve the minutes of the August 5, 2025, Conservation Commission meeting as presented.

Made by T. Clark, Seconded by C. Samoska
Vote: 4-0-0 — Approved- Motion Passed
Ayes: Sherman, Clark, West, Samoska
Nays: None

Abstain: None

3. CORRESPONDENCE & OPENING REMARKS

C. Samoska gave details regarding the BoS meeting and Kelley pond. She spoke to Nick Sidoric, the head
of Middlebury Public Works Department. He reported that the town has looked at the pond as private
property and in his 25 years on the job he has never gone out there. There is a reciprocal agreement with
Woodbury that in the winter whoever gets there first plows the road. She reported all of this information
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to First Selectman Perkinson. Currently, the pond and Eight Mile brook are low. The water exiting the
lower culvert has been reduced. A private party had mowed and weed whacked some of the property near
the pond. Dr. Cohen was on the BoS agenda. He recapped the history of the area. The McDonald family
is discussing possibly giving Kelley pond to Flanders for a tax write off. A member of the family also sits
on the board of the PRWC. A beaver dam with four beavers and a heron are present at the pond. The
Woodbury Town Historian is working on the historical significance of the pond. The First Selectman
stated that what is happening at Kelley pond is not a municipal issue. Everyone is concerned but no one
has the authority. Everyone appreciated all that has been learned about this area.

C. McDevitt is planning to attend a talk with Les Welker, the CT DEEP Partnership Coordinator on
September 17, 2025, at 4:00 p.m. at the Senior Center.

Anne Ryan, of the Shade Tree& Sidewalk Committee sent an invitation to participate in a Deep Forestry
Evaluation Walk of the Trolley Bed and Orenaug Park. The members should pick out some dates that
work for them. The objective is to partner with CT DEEP on a long range plan for maintaining
Woodbury’s tree canopy. The dates of October 7* or 28" will be submitted for potential dates.

4. CURRENT BUSINESS

a) Town Cleanup Day
Vice Chair Sherman noted that town cleanup day will be October 4, 2025. There was discussion
whether to do coffee and donuts, pizza or a six foot party sandwich and cookies. There was
discussion of where to post fliers, getting the information to the schools and news releases.
J. Sherman will get the orange garbage bags. Even though recycled items end up in the bags also,
the members thought that the end result of getting as much trash up as possible was more
beneficial. Families can sign up for specific roads. T. Clark will get the permit for the signs. D.
Taylor has the actual signs.

b) Pollinator Pathway Update
D. West reported that Nancy Taylor of the Garden Club will be going to the HDC meeting on
Monday night for the application submitted to be able to put 6 Pollinator Pathway medallions on
the same post as Pomperaug Valley Garden Club signs. The PVGC did get a $1000 grant from
the Jr. Women’s Club and $500 from the Federated Garden Club of CT to purchase a specific list
of plants to be planted this fall. The garden club will have a planning meeting Sept 11 on how to
go about doing the planting. The intent is to plant everything by the end of September.

¢) Minortown Project
Vice Chair Sherman reported that the path is being mowed and it is very nice to walk. The
spraying of the knotweed will be at the end of the month. DEEP Wildlife Biologist Pete Picone
will come out early October, possibly October 10*, to do an assessment for getting the field to
become a wildflower meadow. It is open to anyone who wants to join them when they do their
walk and talk. Garden Club members are also invited.

d) HWA
Vice Chair Sherman stated there is nothing new to report. He will order the predator beetles when
the notification comes out in November or December. He will try to get an early order discount.
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He will order at least as many as have already been put out. By the end of October, he will have a
better idea of what the actual infestation level really is.

e) Newsletter
C. McDevitt is working on and will email a draft with a release date of September 22. The main
topic will be Fall cleanup and maintenance. She asks for any additional information from
members,

f) Forest Walk with Shade Tree Committee
This topic was already considered earlier.

g) Open Space Issues
T. Clark noted that Three Rivers Park is a mess. The area is just not to the same level it was a few
years ago. The trail has narrowed and invasives are present. D. west feels that Woodbury is not
taking care of their precious resources. She definitely wants to monitor areas to be submitted for
maintenance. She hopes that spring and fall members can go out to monitor and then submit
reports on issues. The Town needs to take care of what we have. There is a new Parks and
Recreation Department director that the Commission hopes to work with.

C. Samoska mentioned the private ponds at Three Rivers that had people ice skating on them. The
ponds are actually on private property. The consensus is that people most likely thought the ponds
were part of Three Rivers. Simple signage could prevent the issue. This led to discussion about
where to ice skate in town. Webb pond at Orenaug Park was discussed. There are now signs
posted there that say skating is prohibited since the town is not monitoring the ice. The
Conservation Commission could monitor; however, they have no enforcement capabilities.

5. MEMBER TIME

C. Samoska signed up for four land use classes for new commissioners. She shared the information with
the members. All the classes are Zoom meetings. She wondered if there could be some new amendments
to the Town Regulations to address solar farms. The Fawn meadow and Artillery Rd. projects are
upsetting the town and Logue farms. She asked if Wetlands, Zoning and the Town are looking for some
sort of way of protecting the habitat. T. Clark explained the Town’s stance and that towns don’t have
much say if a project goes to the Siting council. She explained that the Commission sent suggested
language to the Zoning Commission and they are working on it. C. Samoska is concerned that beautiful
properties will be taken and turned into energy generating solar farms. She is worried that 30 acres in
north Woodbury of old forest growth could be taken and turned into an energy generator. The
Commission spoke of what they can do. It is hard to say when there is so much uncertainty on the State
and Federal levels on this subject.

Discussion continued that Connecticut energy is resourced from out of state, which is not ideal. Some
members questioned what plan is in place for disposal and cleanup of these solar farms in 20 years’ time.
The members continued considering ways to put more parameters in place. Some towns are considering
buying land and putting the property under easements to protect it. The members wondered is the town
has a strategic plan for maintaining open space or to make solar farms more appealing.
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C. Samoska reported that Marty Sherman of the PVGC asked her to take over the Conservation corner in
their newsletter. Her topics for September will be the Pollinator Pathway, the Stomski/ Minortown
preserve, Commission’s efforts for Kelley pond and Town Cleanup day.

6. PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

There were no comments from the floor.

7. NEXT MEETING AGENDA ITEMS

The next meeting will be held on October 7, 2025.

8. ADJOURNMENT
MOTION:
To adjourn the meeting at 8:56 p.m.

Made by D. West
Consensus of the Commission in favor 4-0-0

Respectfully Submitted,

Robyn Uhight

Robyn Wright
Clerk for the Conservation Commission

Copies of documents and meeting audio are available at the Land Use Office




