Town of Woodbury

Conservation Commission

281 Main Street South
Woodbury, CT 06798
203.263.3467 = www.woodburyct.org

WOODBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, August 5, 2025
7:00 p.m., — Shove Building, 281 Main Street South

MEMBERS PRESENT: MEMBERS ABSENT:

D. Taylor, Chairman D. West
L. Peters

J. Sherman

T. Clark

C. McDevitt

C. Samoska (arrived 7:06 p.m.)

1. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

Chairman Taylor began the meeting at 7:00 p.m. A quorum was established.

2. APPROVAL OF JULY MEETING MINUTES

Chairman Taylor presented the minutes of the July 1, 2025, Conservation Commission meeting. He called
for comments. There were none.

MOTION:
To approve the minutes of the July 1, 2025, Conservation Commission meeting as presented.

Made by L. Peters, Seconded by J. Sherman

Vote: 5-0-0 — Approved — Motion Passed

Ayes:  Taylor, Peters, Sherman, Clark, McDevitt
Nays: None

Abstain: None

3. CORRESPONDENCE & OPENING REMARKS

There was no correspondence or opening remarks.
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4. CURRENT BUSINESS

a)

b)

d)

John “Skip” Hobson March 14, 1937 — July 4, 2025

Chairman Taylor remembered Skip Hobson who had been a member of the Conservation
Commission from 2010 to 2018. He was a very talented, good guy who was also a forester. He
had hand-written many of the Commission’s newsletter articles. J. Sherman had found an
interesting article about him and noted that there is a 597 acre parcel named after him in
Seymour. He will be missed.

DEEP Grant Opportunity

Chairman Taylor stated that there were problems with the DEEP grant that they had hoped to
obtain. Part of the criteria for the grant was that a project would already be identified and the
grant would be used as reimbursement for a given project. That means that the town would need
to put the funds upfront. The First Selectman informed Chairman Taylor that the Board of
Selectmen would not approve that right now. He recommended that the members think of areas
for a future project that the grant could be used for since there is a grant fund for next years
budget. T. Clark felt that the rainy day fund could have been used for this purpose. However,
because of the timeline of the grant, there was not enough time to pursue that with the Board of
Selectmen. Chairman Taylor also noted that there will be a change in administration by the end of
the year that could play a factor.

Pollinator Pathway Update

Chairman Taylor noted that D. West sent an update on the program. The Garden Club has
received two grants that will be used to purchase specific pollinator plants. One was from the
Woodbury Junior Women’s Club, the other from the Federated Garden Clubs of CT. The plants
will be used in town gardens this fall. There is also an application to the Historic District
Commission for using Pollinator Pathway signs in the district. Nancy Taylor of the Garden Club
has set up a presence for Woodbury on the Pollinator Pathway website. The clerk will send out
the link for that with the minutes of this meeting. There was also a nice article in the Voices about
the initiative.

Minortown Project

J. Sherman reported that a walkable path around the perimeter and through the middle of the
property has been mowed for a second time. He will coordinate with Rich Lamothe of Public
Works to mow the path every two weeks. There is a field of wild sunflowers. There also are lots
of tree shoots that he may use for transplanting. Spraying for the Japanese Knotweed will be in
September. There was a presentation to the Inland Wetlands Agency regarding the fence that
should pass at the next meeting. J. Sherman asked if there has been any information on the
farmers leases and the riparian buffers. Chairman Taylor has not heard anything yet. The process
needs to go to the Board of Selectmen, then to the Planning Commission and then to the Town
Meeting in November. He will clarify if the actual riparian buffer increase has been passed or if it
is the IWWA authority that was expanded.

HWA
J. Sherman reported that he released two colonies of predator beetles at Nonnewaug Falls and
three colonies at the Trolley Bed. They are tagged with a metal band and purple tag.
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f)

)

h)

Newsletter

C. McDevitt reported that the main focus of the next newsletter will be the fall cleanup and
information about the Minortown Road project. The NHS clothing drive will be noted along with
information that the Mitchell School donation bin has been relocated to the transfer station.

Kelly Pond

C. Samoska gave a thorough report on the pond and it’s history. She spoke to Selectman
Reddington-Hughes and to Rich Lamothe. She learned that the town of Woodbury has nothing to
do with draining any water from the pond. The town is responsible for cleaning the upper culvert
only. The pond is primarily privately owned by the McDonald family, with Dr. Cohen owning
approximately 5 to 6 feet of the pond. After speaking to Carol Haskins of the PRWC, town
historian Sue Shephard, and members of the IWA she found out that Kelly Pond is fed by Lake
Quassapaug. The area has a long history of mills along Eight Mile Brook down to Southford
Falls. There is a series of dams, locks and culverts along the route. The dam at Lake Quassapaug
is controlled by the West Lake Shore Association, located in Middlebury. It seems that this dam
had been closed and the lower culvert left open resulting in the pond draining. Once notified, the
upper dam was opened and the pond filled again. There are four beavers on the pond and all are
doing well now.

Further investigation showed that 119 acres of the land had been offered for purchase to the town
of Middlebury. This is still awaiting an appraisal. C. Samoska is waiting on information back
from Middlebury. Additionally, Dr. Cohen would like to acquire the pond. Discussion continued
extensively on the subject. There is no information on who oversees overall maintenance of the
whole area. C. Samoska also recommended that there be a central location to retain all the records
on the pond.

C. McDevitt stated the area is listed on the DEEP Natural Diversity Area as a known location of
state and nationally listed species. She felt this area is one that could be monitored due to it’s
environmental impact. NVCOG also lists all of the abutting farmland to the property as statewide
important farmland soil. C. Samoska would like to thank all of the parties that came together
during her research to obtain all of this information. Chairman Taylor will be speaking to Carol
Haskins. Investigation of the area and will continue.

Open Space Issues
There were no issues to report.

5. MEMBER TIME

L. Peters stated that an updated invasive plant guide has been published. They are $.85 each. She will also
contact the NW Conservation District in Torrington to see if she can obtain some for Earth Day.

She also reported that at the recent Board of Selectmen meeting there was a transfer made from the
Conservation Public Education Fund to Automotive Repairs. Town Planner Agresta stated that the funds
were available for transfer due to a decreased need for predator beetles. Selectman Hale asked if the
Conservation Commission is aware of the transfer. Planner Agresta stated that it should not be a surprise.
The Commission discussed that they were not aware and questioned if that is because they didn’t use the
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funds this past year. J. Sherman stated that he would like to purchase beetles early for next year to get a
discount. He wondered if there will be funds available for this now.

There was also discussion about the new solar project on Artillery Road. This led to the topic of the new
zoning regulations for solar projects presented to the Zoning Commission. Clerk Robyn Wright was asked
about the status of the revisions to the regulations. C. McDevitt stated that she believes if the area is
active farmland, then the project would need to incorporate farming practices into the project.

C. Samoska spoke to the Principal of NHS about engaging the students in conservation activities. He is
excited with the proposal. He directed her to collaborate with science teacher Lelena McMillan on this
initiative.

C. McDevitt asked about having an open space monitoring check list. She would like to monitor the
property assigned her but is not sure what she is looking for. She would also like to maintain some sort of
data or records on monitoring and maintenance. J. Sherman will forward her the check list from Flanders.
There was discussion about involving students and volunteers.

C. Samoska asked about the Commission sponsoring a guided walk to introduce people to areas and work
that has been done. The members will think about this for the Fall Festival, Trail Day and Earth Day.

T. Clark stated that the Garden Club received a $1000 grant from the Woodbury Junior Women’s Club.
She recommended the Commission to apply for the Community Enhancement Grant next year.

J. Sherman inquired of the next year’s budget deadlines. Chairman Taylor said the first submission should
be in December.

6. PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Clerk Robyn Wright confirmed that Will Ryan is no longer a member of the Commission.

7. NEXT MEETING AGENDA ITEMS

The next meeting will be held on September 2, 2025.

8. ADJOURNMENT
MOTION:
To adjourn the meeting at 8:37 p.m.

Made by T. Clark, Seconded by L. Peters
Consensus of the Commission in favor 6-0-0

Respectfully Submitted,

Bolyn Whight



Conservation Commission August 5, 2025 5/Page

Robyn Wright
Clerk for the Conservation Commission

Copies of documents and meeting audio are available at the Land Use Office
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