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WOODBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, July 1, 2025
7:00 p.m., — Shove Building, 281 Main Street South

MEMBERS PRESENT: MEMBERS ABSENT:
D. Taylor, Chairman T. Clark

L. Peters D. West

J. Sherman W. Ryan

C. McDevitt

C. Samoska

1. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

Chairman Taylor began the meeting at 7:00 p.m. A quorum was established.

2. APPROVAL OF JUNE MEETING MINUTES

Chairman Taylor presented the minutes of the June 3, 2025, Conservation Commission meeting. He
called for comments. There were none.

MOTION:
To approve the minutes of the June 3, 2025, Conservation Commission meeting as presented.

Made by L. Peters, Seconded by J. Sherman

Vote: 5-0-0 — Approved — Motion Passed

Ayes: Taylor, Peters, Sherman, McDevitt, Samoska
Nays: None

Abstain: None

3. CORRESPONDENCE & OPENING REMARKS

Chairman Taylor welcomed C. Samoska as the newest member to be appointed to the Conservation
Commission. He also noted that at the last Board of Selectmen meeting, funding was approved for a
fence and gate at the Minortown Road area. It will be installed over the summer.
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4. CURRENT BUSINESS

a) Discussion Regarding DEEP Grant Opportunity
Richard Coates, Grant Writing Ad-Hoc Committee, and Anne Ryan, Shade Tree & Sidewalk
Commission, joined the discussion. Mr. Coates explained that his role is not intended to take over
writing grants, but to help recommend and support other commissions to do so. He reviewed the
DEEP “Trees for Communities Grant Program” which would provide up to $200,000 for tree
planting on public or private lands, community engagement for urban forestry, workforce
development, invasive species management, urban wood utilization, and impervious surface
removal for tree planting. He stated that there is an eligible portion of Woodbury that is east of
Route 6 up Sherman Hill Road and to the east of Bacon Pond Road to White Deer Rocks Road.
This would include the Trolley Bed area. There is no match required for this grant. There is an
informational webinar for the grant on July 8, 2025, at 4:00 p.m. The grant is of interest to the
Shade Tree Committee as well. Mr. Coates recommends submitting one application from the
town covering everyone’s interests. The funding covers the entire project from planning,
implementation, scientific research, some excavation, and planting. Administrative costs cannot
exceed 20% of the entire project. He will email links for the maps, documents and the webinar to
the members. D. Taylor, L. Peters and C. McDevitt will attend the webinar.

Anne Ryan noted that the Shade Tree Committee would like to remove downed trees from the
August storm in the Trolley Bed. Washington Green is also a place of interest for this grant. The
various committees will go the Board of Selectmen about forming a task force for this initiative.
The grant deadline is 8/31/25. The grant will be awarded by 10/31/25 and all work needs to be
completed by 12/1/2027. There was discussion about involving high school and college students
and whether that would be beneficial to include on the application.

b) Discussion of Zoning Solar Farm Regulation
Early in 2025 the Conservation Commission submitted a draft solar farm zoning regulation . In
June, Town Planner Agresta provided updates and modifications to the original and requested the
Commissions’ response. Chairman Taylor thought that the draft looked good. He asked for any
comments. C. McDevitt raised a question about ensuring that an applicant can’t find a work
around about clear cutting core forests. J. Sherman pointed out a spelling error. Both points will
be conveyed to Planner Agresta. The Commission voted to support his draft.

MOTION:
To approve the changes made to the Draft Solar Farm Regulations proposal as per Town Planner Agresta
upon the spelling correction and receiving an answer to the question about clear cutting.

Made by L. Peters, Seconded by J. Sherman

Vote: 5-0-0 — Approved — Motion Passed

Ayes:  Taylor, Peters, Sherman, McDevitt, Samoska
Nays: None

Abstain: None

¢) Pollinator Pathway Update
Chairman Taylor noted that there was no update except that the Garden Club had received some
grants.
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d) Minortown Project

g

J. Sherman noted that a pathway will be mowed on the property after July 15% . This is after the
ground nesting birds have fledged. The path will be approximately 8 feet wide. There will be a
path to get to the river for fishing.

HWA

J. Sherman spoke to Jamie at Tree Savers, who supply the predator beetles. He received five
colonies and is storing them in his garage. He will be placing two colonies at Nonnewaug Falls
and three colonies at the Trolley Bed tomorrow.

Newsletter

The consensus was that the Conservation Newsletter will be published on a seasonal basis. C.
McDevitt reported that the most recent one was sent electronically to about 130 recipients. She is
not pursuing a contract with Constant Contact at this point. The Fall Newsletter will include
information about invasives and fall cleanup.

Open Space Issues
J. Sherman and C. McDevitt reported that the perimeter of Strong meadow is overrun by
invasives.

5. MEMBER TIME

L. Peters commented on the recent CT DOT’s pollinator week. She will try to collect information so that
the Commission might align with them next year on this initiative.

C. Samoska inquired about the new rain garden. She mentioned there is a lot of talk in town about it.
People are interested in how the location was selected and who is responsible for maintaining it. It was
noted that this is part of the stormwater management plan and not something that the town spent money

on.

C. McDevitt mentioned the publication of the State Wildlife Action Plan 2025 draft. This draft is open for
comment on July 27, 2025. The plan is for conservation measures for plant and animal species and
habitats within the State. She suggested everyone read it. She will send the link out.

6. PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Kathy Doyle, 35 Washington Road, Addressed the Commission. Ms. Doyle recommended that the
Trolley Bed Management Plan be revived and used to develop a forest management plan. Maybe the town
could bring a forester in. She suggested checking on the FEMA project, since those areas that are covered
cannot be part of the grant application. She also noted that the rain garden is part of the MS4. It was one
of five locations suggested. The Town chose the location. The Town Planner has the information on it.

Richard Coates, addressed the Commission. He will be speaking to the school about solar on the school
roof or carport areas. There is money in the State budget for this. He will talk to Connecticut Greenbank.
There was discussion about how much money the town could save that way.
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Dr. Bill Cohen, Judd Hill Road, addressed the Commission. Mr. Cohen spoke of the beaver issues at
Kelley Pond. The Public Works Department drained the pond in an attempt to rid the area of the beavers.
The lake has now turned into a marsh and the local ecosystem is destroyed, displacing and affecting
otters, birds and fish. The area is divided on the Woodbury / Middlebury town line. Sometimes the lake
would overflow into the Middlebury area. The beavers keep the ecosystem healthy. He knows this is a
minor area, but it is a breeding ground. He also wonders why Woodbury is spending the money on this
and not Middlebury since it is on their side that it overflows. He will be going to the next Board of
Selectmen meeting to speak on this issue.

Samantha Monroe, also spoke on the subject. She stated that they drained it so much that fish are flopping
around barely surviving. The owls can’t find food. The Inland Wetlands & Watercourse Agency referred
her to the Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition. Chairman Taylor noted that this is an interesting
problem he will give some thought to.

7. NEXT MEETING AGENDA ITEMS

The next meeting will be held on August 5, 2025.

8. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:

To adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.

Made by L. Peters, Seconded by J. Sherman
Consensus of the Commission in favor 5-0-0

Respectfully Submitted,

Robyn Whight

Robyn Wright
Clerk for the Conservation Commission

Copies of documents and meeting audio are available at the Land Use Office
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