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WOODBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, June 3, 2025
7:00 p.m.,, — Shove Building, 281 Main Street South

MEMBERS PRESENT: MEMBERS ABSENT:
D. Taylor, Chairman C. McDevitt
L. Peters
J. Sherman
T. Clark
D. West
W. Ryan

1. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

Chairman Taylor began the meeting at 7:00 p.m. A quorum was established.

2. APPROVAL OF MAY MEETING MINUTES

Chairman Taylor presented the minutes of the May 6, 2025, Conservation Commission meeting for
consideration. He called for comments, There were none,

MOTION:
To approve the minutes of the May 6, 2025, Conservation Commission meeting as presented.

Made by ID. West, Seconded by L. Peiers

Vote:  6-0-0 — Approved — Motion Passed

Ayes:  Taylor, Sherman, Peters, West, Clark, Ryan
Nays: None

Abstain: None

3. CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence to consider
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4. CURRENT BUSINESS

a)

b)

c)

d)

Pollinator Pathway Update

D. West stated that she has been away, so there is not much to report. The Garden Club will need
to apply to the Historic District Commission for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the
Pollinator Pathway signs. There is a $50 deposit with the application. D. West and N. Taylor of
the Garden Club will get that done by the end of September. Some additional plants from the
pollinator plant list have been planted in the George Washington Garden. The focus is on trying
to get appropriate plants as they move forward in planting Garden Club gardens. She will follow
up with business contacts that have been made regarding pollinator gardens. T. Clark suggested
contacting the Chamber of Commerce with the plant list.

Minortown Project

J. Sherman, L. Peters and a group irom the Garden Club walked the area along with Cindy
Eastman to identify the plants growing in the field. A spot for a memorial to Annie Musso was
also chosen. The area would likely include a labyrinth to honor Annie.

J. Sherman will need to get in touch with Rich Lamothe of the Public Works Dept to ask to for a
winding, walkable path to be mowed along the perimeter and through the meadow. He would also
like to put together a plant inventory. The group was excited to see a Monarch butierfly and eggs.

J. Sherman noted that the cornfield has expanded onto the property at least 15 feet more this year.
There is barely a riparian buffer at this point, This is all under discussion with consideration of
the farmer’s leases. Christian Allen came out to assess the Japanese Knotweed. Unfortunately, it
seems that the spraying was too late last year and the results were ineffective. C. Allen will spray
the knotweed again this September with the same amount he did last year. He will stick to the
cost estimate of product needed initially proposed.

HWA :
J. Sherman reported that at this point they are awaiting the predator beetles for the infested areas.

Three Rivers Park Update

Chairman Taylor reported that the committee had gone through a number of the suggested
changes to the leases with Logue Farms. There are three properties being discussed. Mike Logue
was ok with some changes and not with others. The current lease states that the area being farmed
cannot be expanded; however, the current area is not clearly defined. The advised changes have
gone to the First Selectman, The process for changes involves going to the Board of Selectmen,
then to the Planning Commission, and then to a town meecting in November for a vote on the lease
for the following year. The process is difficult since the farmer would likely ready the field for
the upcoming year prior to November.

The Three Rivers Park Committee has also applied for a grant last week through the Long Island
Futures Fund for expert consultants on rivers, banks, and river flow to have a plan for how to
manage the Three Rivers area. There is now a Grant Committee consisting of four to five people
chaired by Janet Morgan. The Committee is charged with looking for grants that do not require
matching funds. Paul Blish, a member on the Committee is working with the Land Use
Departments. Currently, the Three Rivers Committee’s work is suspended due to a lack of any
grant funds.
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e) Newsletter

£)

C. McDevitt had sent out a draft of the next newsletter, The consensus was that the newsletter
should be seasonal or quarterly. There was discussion regarding the pricing levels of Constant
Contact for emailing purposes. These items will be discussed when C, MeDevitt is present,

Commission Regalia

The members discussed the need for items to identify them as members when at events, Items
such as t-shirts, hats, aprons etc, were considered. First Selectman Perkinson had suggested any
items purchased be ones that could be passed down within the Commission. The consensus was
that no one was interested in hats or t-shirts. Field aprons and big button pins were liked the best.
They will decide this at the next meeting.

Open Space Issues

J. Sherman reported that Linda Casper, who has records on Nonnewaug Falls dating back to the
1940’s, spoke to him about a wedding that occurred at the falls recently. She was very upset since
the participants drove (approximately 15) cars up the hill to the falls and parked on the farmers
field, This could result in damage and crosion to the area. She spoke to the First Selectman, the
Police and the town of Bethlehem about the lack of signage and a gate at the area. Discussion
continued on how to handle the situation since there is nothing in the regulations that can be
enforced. D. West commented that all members of the town need to decide that if they want to
have these nice open space areas to enjoy and attract people, then there needs to be a way to fund
and take care of them. J. Sherman and Chairman Taylor are meeting with Selectman Perkinson
tomorrow and will address this matter. T. Clark will go to a Board of Selectmen meeting to make
a statement on record about the danger of emergency vehicles not being able to have access if
needed due to a lack of restricted areas for vehicles.

Chairman Taylor reported on the Trolley Bed area. The rail path is torn up with tree damage. The
Parks and Recreation Department is working to remove the trees from the streams and clear
things up, but there is more work than the town can handle. T. Clark suggested a town employee
to care and maintain trails in town. This would need to be considered in next year’s budget. L.
Peters noted that the POCD talks about the value of open space, but people need to be convinced
of the value. Chairman Taylor noted that the majority of the current damage is due to nature and
not a lack of maintenance, so there might be grant funding available.

5. MEMBER TIME

L. Peters inquired of the rain garden to go in near the Boyd building since the reading of the Declaration
of Independence is performed there on July 4%, Chairman Taylor stated that the size has been cut down.
The State wants the rain garden installed since the area is draining into the right of way. He advised
speaking to Town Planner Agresta about it,

J. Sherman reported that he was approached by someone on the Shade Tree and Sidewalk Committee.
The committes is looking to put together a walk and talk through town to point out different trees, They
wondered if the Conservation Commission would like to collaborate on the initiative, The members all
liked the idea to join the walk. However, no one felt qualified to guide or talk on the topic.
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T, Clark noted that her son likes picking up trash to help animals. He understands how animals are
impacted by trash. This led to discussion about how the funds from nip bottles should be used for
conservation purposes, L. Peters reported that the nip funds had been used to purchase a sweeper
attachment for the Public Works department which aids conservation purposes.

6. PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

There were no comments from the floor.

7. NEXT MEETING AGENDA ITEMS

The next meeting will be held on July I, 2025.

8. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:

To adjourn the meeting at 8:31 p.m.

Made by D. West, Seconded by L. Peters
Consensus of the Commission in favor 6-0-0

Respectfully Submitted,

Robyn Whight

Robyn Wright
Clerk for the Conservation Commission

Copies of documents and meeting audio are available at the Land Use Office




