Town of Woodbury

Conservation Commission
281 Main Street South

First Colonial Settlers in 1673 Woodbury, CT 06798

203.263.3467 * www.woodburyct.org

WOODBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, May 6, 2025
7:00 p.m., — Shove Building, 281 Main Street South

MEMBERS PRESENT: MEMBERS ABSENT:
D. Taylor, Chairman J. Sherman

L. Peters T. Clark

D. West W. Ryan

C. McDevitt

1. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

Chairman Taylor began the meeting at 7:00 p.m. A quorum was established.

2. APPROVAL OF APRIL MEETING MINUTES

Chairman Taylor presented the minutes of the April 1, 2025, Conservation Commission meeting. He
called for comments. There was a correction needed.

MOTION:
To approve the minutes of the April 1, 2025, Conservation Commission meeting as amended:

e Section 5, 1* paragraph, 4% sentence should read: “In addition, there is also a shed with
questionable septic...”

Made by D. West, Seconded by L. Peters
Vote: 4-0-0 — Approved — Motion Passed
Ayes:  Taylor, West, Peters, McDevitt
Nays: None

Abstain: None

3. CORRESPONDENCE & OPENING REMARKS

There was nothing to consider at this time.
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4. CURRENT BUSINESS

a)

b)

d)

April Cleanup Day Debrief

J. Sherman had provided an update to Chairman Taylor. Chairman Taylor reported that there had
been about 20 participants with two highschoolers getting community service hours. Three pizzas
had been served. He posted a photo in the Voices newspaper. Remarks were that it was a decent
turnout considering that it was not great weather. Several people came and picked up garbage
bags to do pickup on another day. Chairman Taylor asked for any suggestions to encourage a
larger turnout in the future. The members would like to encourage people to clean up in the front
of their houses or their neighborhoods throughout the year. This can be included in the newsletter.
The idea of a “send in your photo” recognition in the newsletter if you clean up your block was
considered.

Library Cabinet Debrief

L. Peters thanked D. West and N. Taylor of the Garden Club for the beautiful setup of the cabinet.
The cabinet represented a lot of different things. No one has spoken to Ms. Martin of the library
yet for any feedback.

Earth Day Debrief

Chairman Taylor acknowledged the good job the members did in keeping the display from
blowing away in the wind. The members spoke about the raffle participation. There will be two
prizes awarded that will include the book “The Serviceberry” by Robin Wall Kimmerer and a
serviceberry plant.

Clerk Robyn Wright chose the winners: Shirley Walker and Hector Perez
D. West will contact the winners and the Land Use department to see if they will hold the prizes
for pick up.

Farm Leases Update

Chairman Taylor stated that the Three Rivers Park Committee had come up with 23
recommendations for the farm leases. They went through these recommendations with farmer
Mike Logue to get his comments. He felt that it was a good meeting. He then brought the
recommendations to the First Selectman who is taking them to the Town Attorney.

Pollinator Pathways Update

D. West reported that her and N. Taylor from the Garden Club were to meet with the Historic
District Commission but were not on the agenda. They will be on the agenda for the June meeting
to show the Pollinator Pathway signs to the HDC since many of the gardens are in that district.

The Garden Club cleaned up the George Washington green and planted a Golden Alexander plant
in front of the monument. This plant is one on the recommended plant list. N. Taylor has also
submitted two grant requests for more purchasing plants to be put in the gardens throughout town.
D. West also talked with the owner of the Country Spirit Shop and gave him the list of
recommended plants. He is very enthusiastic about the initiative. There is a lot of enthusiasm on
the Garden Club side with the Board of Selectmen for the whole project.
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g)

h)

Chairman Taylor brought up the issue of lawn services. He wondered if there are any directives
for pesticides near pollinator gardens. D. West noted that the subject is on the Garden Club to-do
list to speak with the Park & Rec department about what they use on the lawns. Chair Taylor said
that he spoke to Mike Lodice of Parks & Rec about it. He was informed that they use Prodiamine
and Cool Power herbicides. These can be problematic for pollinators so he will need to work on
this. Discussion continued on this and the consensus was to maybe include on the list of
pollinator plants some guidance recommending what to use for pest control. D. West will
continue to research this with the Pollinator Pathway organization in addition to her friends on the
Cheshire Pollinator Pathway.

Minortown Project

J. Sherman had provided an update to Chairman Taylor. Chairman Taylor stated that significant
plant growth should be showing by the end of May. There should be no need to mow for an entire
year. Once there is enough growth he will need volunteers for plant identification. There will be
another knotweed spray in September. Chairman Taylor noted that there have been funds
allocated from the 2024-2025 budget for the gate and fence on the property. That should be
installed this summer.

HWA

J. Sherman had provided an update to Chairman Taylor. Chairman Taylor noted that J. Sherman
will be ordering five colonies of predator beetles. Two are allocated for Nonnewaug and three for
the Trolley Bed. They will be released in June.

Three Rivers Park Restoration

Chairman Taylor stated that with the riverbank work complete, and the farm lease
recommendations in progress, the Committees next step is to work on obtaining grants. The Grant
Committee will start looking for grants that have no matching requirements for now. He spoke
with Paul Blish who is in charge of Land Use grants. He walked the property with him so that he
could understand what the Committee is needing. Carol Haskins has put in a grant request for a
consultant to make plans for the property. Larry Smotroff is a board member at Flanders and will
be putting together an educational workshop for finding and writing grants. D. West commented
on the Connecticut Community Foundation that had a grant database for public use. Josh Carey
from that organization worked on environmental grants in the past and might be a good contact.

Newsletter

C. McDevitt shared her ideas for producing the newsletter and having a procedure for her to work
from. She noted her ideas for the May issue. She went and took pictures of several areas and
events. The topics she wanted to cover were the Three Rivers bank planting and why that is
important; Earth Day and the serviceberry plant; Cleanup day; The Pollinator Pathway and the
G.W park garden with a link for the recommended plant list. The consensus was that these were
all good topics. She will send out the draft this week for feedback. Printing and distribution of the
newsletter was discussed.

She also noted that Earth Day yielded 3 pages of new email addresses. Upon investigating, she
realized that Constant Contact is not free. She is willing to pay for the service or it can be
requested on the budget. It was also suggested that she should find out about non-profit status for
the service.
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D. West recommended that how to get a “Pollinator Pathway” sign could be in the June issue.
The Minortown meadow, invasive plant management and identification could also be addressed.
CT Trails day can also be highlighted.

j) Open Space Issues
D. West inquired about the Trolley Bed. Chairman Taylor stated that FEMA had been in town
and explored the area with the Parks & Rec department. However, now that Jamie Gore the
director is no longer there, no one is sure of the standing on that. The Public Works department
took out some large trees in the lower end. D. West commented that a plan should be put together
so an estimate could be obtained for the work and that would allow going after grant funds. She
feels very strongly that the area needs to be managed, since the town received one of the largest
grants for purchasing that property and that by not taking care of the property it could hinder
further grant approvals. NVCOG and CT Trails could provide suggestions for a consultant for the
project. There was discussion of trying to find the previous management plan in the old Park &
Rec files.

5. MEMBER TIME

D. West would like to see about not mowing Strong Field because of the Bobolink birds, which are a state
species of special concern. The issue has been approached with the new lease recommendations. The
issue is that the birds are where the farmer is. DEEP recommends waiting to cut for hay until August for
the Bobolinks. However, the farmers like to hay in June since the hay is more nutritious then.

L. Peters stated that the Planning Commission has put out a current copy of what has been accomplished
on the POCD and is now available on the website. C. McDevitt noted that the information is helpful to
know where to put energy. The goals are to be accomplished by 2030, so we are halfway through the time
period.

6. PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

There were no comments from the floor.

7. NEXT MEETING AGENDA ITEMS

The next meeting will be held on June 3, 2025.

8. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:

To adjourn the meeting at 8:28 p.m.

Made by D. West, Seconded by L. Peters
Consensus of the Commission in favor 4-0-0

Respectfully Submitted,
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Rolyn Wnight

Robyn Wright
Clerk for the Conservation Commission

Copies of documents and meeting audio are available at the Land Use Office
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