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WOODBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, April 1, 2025
7:00 p.m., — Shove Building, 281 Main Street South

MEMBERS PRESENT: MEMBERS ABSENT:

D. Taylor, Chairman

L. Peters

J. Sherman

T. Clark (arrived 7:03 p.m.)
D. West (arrived 7:04 p.m.)
W. Ryan

C. McDevitt

1. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

Chairman Taylor began the meeting at 7:00 p.m. A quorum was established.

2. APPROVAL OF MARCH MEETING MINUTES

Chairman Taylor presented the minutes of the March 4, 2025, Conservation Commission meeting. He
called for comments. There were some corrections needed.

MOTION:
To approve the minutes of the March 4, 2025, Conservation Commission meeting as amended:

e Section 4.a: second to last sentence: L. Peters stated she will post the event to the website and
Facebook but meant to say to the Community Calendar.

e Section 4.e: first sentence should read “...he spoke to Jason Oemcke of Total Estate Care...”

e Name Cindy Eastham should be corrected to Cindy Eastman in all instances.

Made by L. Peters, Seconded by C. McDevitt

Vote: 6-0-0 - Approved — Motion Passed

Ayes: Taylor, Sherman, Peters, Clark, McDevitt, Ryan
Nays: None

Abstain: None
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3. CORRESPONDENCE & OPENING REMARKS

There was no correspondence or opening remarks.

4. CURRENT BUSINESS

a)

b)

d)

April Cleanup Day

Spring cleanup will be on Saturday, April 5, 2025, beginning at 8:30 a.m. at Hollow Park. T.
Clark has obtained the sign permits. J. Sherman noted that the Cub Scouts will be there to help.
Since there is a chance of rain, the decision on pizza will wait until Friday. There was discussion
of posting a list of to do items on the Conservation website. J. Sherman also noted that a group
from the United Methodist Church, led by Margaret Temple, performed a community outreach
program on Sunday, March 30, 2025, where they picked up 10 bags of trash from Bacon Pond
Road, Mountain Road and Tuttle Road.

Library Cabinet

The display cabinet is mostly complete but needs to put a few more items in. D. West mentioned
that Rebecca McMackin is giving a presentation on ecological horticulture at Flanders and would
like to post the event flyer in the cabinet. Ms. McMackin has suggested a list of 10-12 plants to be
used for pollinator gardens throughout the town. C. McDevitt has printed newsletters to place on
the side of the cabinet. Two shelves are dedicated to Pollinator Pathways and one shelf to solar
farms. D. West mentioned that the library has filled a bookshelf close by with pollinator books.
Nancy Taylor, of the Garden Club, has contributed several items to put into the cabinet. D. West
donated a bee house to put into the cabinet.

Earth Day

L. Peters made out a sign up schedule and supply list. D. West called NVCOG to get a new map
printed out. She also spoke to Kyle Turoczi of Earth Tones at a Flanders presentation “Just
Shrubs.” There was a lot of focus on Shagbush (serviceberry). Mr. Turoczi suggested having a
small serviceberry plant and a copy of the book “The Serviceberry” by Robin Wall Kimmerer for
the Conservation raffle. The members all liked this idea. L. Peters noted that the CT River
Coastal Conservation District have their 2020 edition booklet of plants that they will give to the
Commission for free. The consensus was to get about 75 for handouts. Members were reminded
to turn in receipts for any expenses for the Commission. The Commission will be splitting the
cost of the Pollinator Pathway signs with the Garden Club.

Farm Leases

Chairman Taylor stated that the Three Rivers Committee is working on updates for the three
properties Logue Farms leases. They are trying to straighten out and have clearer wording for
both the Town and the leaseholder responsibilities. He will bring that into the Commission for
review when it is done.

Pollinator Pathway

Saturday, April 5, 2025, at 11:00 a.m., there will be a presentation at the library from the
Cheshire Pollinator Pathway. They are very enthusiastic about the initiative. There was discussion
about getting the Pollinator Pathway signs nailed to stakes. J. Sherman will get Jason Oemcke of
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g)

h)

)

Total Estate Care the list of recommended plants. Nancy Taylor of the Garden Club and D. West
will be meeting with the Board of Selectmen on April 10, 2025, to explain the initiative and
remind them of the proclamation. Chairman Taylor stated that the First Selectman is very
interested in the project. D. West and N. Taylor will be going to Earth Tones, The Garden, Total
Estate Care and Woodbury Farm Market to ask if their plantings out front could support the
endeavor. That way people will know where to go to get any of the plants on the list. L. Peters
recommended getting the list to Vo-Ag at the Highschool so that maybe the plants can be
promoted at their spring plant sale that is well attended.

Minortown Project

J. Sherman stated that there is nothing new yet. He is waiting for the plants and knotweed to grow
to see what comes up. Unfortunately, the Town didn’t follow the plan laid out and mowed the
entire field and also chopped some bushes. He will need to address that issue.

HWA

J. Sherman and T. Clark walked Orenaug and were happy to say there was next to no infestation
present. J. Sherman said he will most likely buy four colonies. Three will be for treating the
Trolley Bed. One colony may be used for Castle Rock. He will get the final number to Chairman
Taylor shortly.

Solar Farms

W. Ryan reported that he has pursued many avenues for support, including State level
representatives. There has not been any response except for the NVCOG. The Environmental
Planner and Community Planner are looking for regional projects to work on and found this very
informative. He will be meeting with them April 14, 2025. L. Peters stated that she sent the
presentation to Ed Edelson who is on the Siting Council now. Chairman Taylor noted that the
Zoning Commission was sent information that is potentially being put into the draft regulations.
Clerk Robyn Wright stated that it was brought up at the last Zoning Commission meeting and met
with a very positive response for including this in the regulations in hopes of influencing any
Siting Council decisions.

Three Rivers Park Restoration

Chairman Taylor reported that Trout Scapes and Rocky Ridge performed the work and removed
the tree from the water and secured it to the bank. The bank was smoothed out and plants were
installed. It is solid protection for the bank. Evergreens have been set up to keep people out. A
consultant will be needed to address the rest of the park and channeling the river, which would
need a grant.

Newsletter

C. McDevitt had put together the newsletter. Everyone thought it looked great! Selectman
Perkinson wanted to know besides digital copies, where would paper copies be located. The
members discussed the different locations where they will be, mainly outside of the Land Use
office, the library, and the Senior Center. There was discussion about the Conservation website,
how to make the newsletter easier to access and that it should also be on the Town home page.
Events should also be put onto the Community Calendar. There was talk of posting it on the Parks
and Rec Department Facebook page, along with Conservation having their own Facebook page.
D. West suggested highlighting individuals or groups such as the United Methodist Church
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performing cleanup throughout the year. C. McDevitt would like to be able to have a newsletter
monthly.

k) Open Space Issues
Chairman Taylor stated that the Trolley Bed was in a bad state. The bank and trees are torn up.
The Parks and Rec Department met with FEMA in order to get some help on the excavation
work.

5. MEMBER TIME

L. Peters stated she has been reading the Zoning Commission meeting minutes. She was very upset by the
trees cut down at the old phone company. She noted that one commissioner had stated there needs to be
erosion control in place, but nothing seemed to be done. In addition, there is also a shed with septic being
inhabited in a floodplain on a property on 317. She didn’t understand why the matter was just tabled and
why the Pomperaug Health District and the Inlands Wetlands Agency were not involved. She felt that
Zoning was not doing their job. It was recommended that she speak to the ZEO.

J. Sherman noted that there will be trout released at Minortown and in the Pomperaug on this Thursday.
C. McDevitt inquired about the email list and if there is a shared email that the Commission uses. She

offered to set up a free constant contact account for sending out information. Discussion continued that
there might be an email address already. She will look into getting this set up.

6. PRIVILEGE OF THE FLLOOR

Charmagne Samoska, Minortown Road, addressed the Commission. She lives near Stomski Way and
would like to take a quarter acre of her property to create a Pollinator Pathway that will use similar plants
put in at Stomski Way.

Ms. Samoska also spoke to the owner of the Country Spirit and Liquor store about the Pollinator Pathway
initiative. He is putting in a new garden and he said he would be happy to participate, he just needs the
plant list to get to his landscaper. D. West said she will go and meet with him.

Robyn Wright, Clerk, addressed the Commission. Ms. Wright recommended to L. Peters that in addition
to going to the ZEO on the enforcement matters, she can also go to the Zoning Commission directly.
They try to be kind and give people some time, but she can express herself there.

7. NEXT MEETING AGENDA ITEMS

The next meeting will be held on May 6, 2025.



Conservation Commission April 1, 2025 5/Page

8. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:

To adjourn the meeting at 8:38 p.m.

Made by D. West, Seconded by J. Sherman
Consensus of the Commission in favor 7-0-0

Respectfully Submitted,

Robyn Uhight

Robyn Wright
Clerk for the Conservation Commission

Copies of documents and meeting audio are available at the Land Use Office
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