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WOODBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, March 4, 2025
7:00 p.m., — Shove Building, 281 Main Street South

MEMBERS PRESENT: MEMBERS ABSENT:
J. Sherman, Vice Chairman D. Taylor, Chairman

L. Peters W. Ryan

T. Clark

D. West

1. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

Vice Chairman Sherman began the meeting at 7:03 p.m. A quorum was established.

2. APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY MEETING MINUTES

Vice Chair Sherman presented the minutes of the February 4, 2025, Conservation Commission meeting
for consideration. He called for discussion. There was none.

MOTION:
To approve the minutes of the February 4, 2025, Conservation Commission meeting as presented.

Made by D. West, Seconded by L. Peters
Vote: 4-0-0 — Approved — Motion Passed
Ayes:  Sherman, Peters, West, Clark
Nays: None

Abstain: None

3. CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence to consider
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4. CURRENT BUSINESS

a)

b)

d)

April Cleanup Day

The April cleanup day is April 5, 2025. Vice Chair Sherman will send out the flyer to the
members for suggestions to spruce it up and update the content. The members all volunteered to
help distribute the flyers once completed. Vice Chair Sherman will send out press releases to the
various papers and pick up the bags. He will provide the banner and plates, etc. T. Clark will get
the permits for the signs. Chairman Taylor has the signs to be put out. L. Peters will post the
event to the Conservation website and the town Facebook page. D. West will take care of getting
the pizzas ordered.

Library Cabinet

L. Peters brought some items for the cabinet to show the members. The solar farm flyer will be
displayed, along with the Pollinator Pathway proclamation. She also passed out some other
photos to consider. She created some signs to visit the booth at Earth Day and enter the raffle. D.
West mentioned that Nancy Taylor has some items at home that could be used. There was
discussion of putting in a pollinator house and a bird house. A list of native plants could also be
good along with solar farm brochures for handouts. Christine McDevitt, who helped with the
solar farm brochure, will have the QR code in the display case go directly to the presentation. The
members will meet at 9:30 a.m. on April 1* to set it up.

Earth Day

Earth Day will be held Sunday, April 27, 2025, from 11a.m. to 4 p.m. The Commission will have
their tent as usual. The Garden Club has requested for the two booths to be next to each other.
The focus will be on the pollinator initiative. The town map and sign-up sheet will be there. D.
West spoke of horticulturalist Rebecca McMackin, who is putting together a list of 10 native
plants for the Garden Club. Ms. McMackin said that by using the same plants throughout the
town gardens you create consistency and explosions of color as you go through town. The raffle
could be the pollinator house and various plants. L. Peters will bring the tent, tables and wagon.

Farm Leases
L. Peters looked at the farm lease from the town of Madison that was provided and like the
recommendations. She would like to get a copy of the current Woodbury lease to compare.

Pollinator Pathways

Vice Chair Sherman got a positive response when he spoke to Kyle Turoczi of Total Estate Care
regarding making the Labonne’s garden a pollinator one. Mr. Turoczi needs to confirm the plan
with the property owners. The members noted that maybe he could use the same list of plants in
the garden. The initiative will also be considered by Woodbury Deli. D. West was given
approval from Town Planner Agresta about using the Pollinator Pathway signs. She is also going
to the March 27" Board of Selectmen meeting to talk about the Garden Club initiatives for the
year. She mentioned there was going to be a presentation from the Cheshire pollinator pathway
program about what has worked and what did not at the library on April 5th. She is going to try to
change the date for that since it conflicts with the cleanup day.
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f) Minortown Project
Vice Chair Sherman reported that the whole field was mowed in early January which was not to
the specs provided. He stated that he also spoke to Cindy Eastham, Annie Musso’s mother, about
having a memorial at Minortown for Annie. T. Clark inquired about the timeline for planting to
make sure that there was enough money in the budget for plants when the time comes. Vice
Chair Sherman said that time is needed to see what is already there before a planting plan is
made. There was also discussion about benches and a pathway around the field.

g) HWA
Vice Chair Sherman has walked Nonnewaug Falls and the Trolley Bed. He said there was a lot of
HWHA infestation. Entomologist Carol Cheah stated that there is probably a 70-80% mortality of
what is seen due to the cold weather. Some of beetles will need to be ordered. Once Chairman
Taylor is back, Vice Chair Sherman will speak with him about the budget to get the beetles
ordered.

h) Solar Farms
D. West spoke with John Trainor and Bill Burgess who were very involved in the Fawn Meadows
solar farm. They did provide some information on lessons learned from that application. That
information should be shared with the Zoning Commission. L. Peters noted that Ed Edelson,
former Selectman of Southbury, has been appointed to the Siting Council. She would like to get
the information from the solar presentation to him to bring to the Siting Council. All agreed that
he was a good addition to the Council.

i) Three Rivers Park Restoration
Vice Chair Sherman stated that the permit had come through from the Army Corp of Engineers.
Jami Gore of Parks and Recreation will be talking to Rocky Ridge to get the work started before
the ground thaws. Hopefully, planting can begin in April.

j) Next Newsletter
Everyone agreed that it would be good to have a newsletter for the spring with all of the
upcoming events. There was brainstorming on how to proceed starting from scratch. T. Clark will
put something together next week if everyone can send small blurbs about the topics to be
covered.

k) Open Spaces Issues
The majority of members have not been out on the trails with the it being so icy. Vice Chair
Sherman stated that where he has been, he has not seen any significant issues.

5. MEMBER TIME

D. West noted that she received information on two organizations that accept textiles for recycling
nationwide. She will forward that to L. Peters. D. West also stated that she spoke with Planner Agresta
about the water garden going in along the Boyd building. There are certain parameters that need to be
met, one of them being that the project needs to be complete by the end of June. He gave her the plans
and noted the plant list was reviewed by Kyle Turoczi during its preparation and changes made. She
showed this to the members. It is an extensive garden and plant list. One of the problems encountered is
who will be maintaining the garden once it is installed. Planner Agresta is open to any suggestions for
this project.
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6. PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Cindy Eastham addressed the Commission. Ms. Eastham said she fully supports and will partner with
anything that can be done to honor Annie.

Christine McDevitt, 465 Main Street N., addressed the Commission. Ms. McDevitt said that if she is
approved to be a member on the Commission, she can assist in moving the newsletter forward. She felt it
will be more efficient as a team effort. If everyone can write a blurb then her and T. Clark can work on
putting it together. She also stated that she is out walking all the time and can help with open space
monitoring. She noted that Planning Commission Chair Mary Connelly said that updates to the POCD for
solar farms will be discussed at the next Planning Commission meeting. Ms. McDevitt and W. Ryan will
be meeting with John Trainor and trying to get some solar information in front of COG as well.

L. Peters contacted Mary Connelly about updates to the POCD document action items. Discussion
ensued that there is an effort being made to make a document public and more usable and actionable.
7. NEXT MEETING AGENDA ITEMS

The next meeting will be held on April 1, 2025.

8. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:
To adjourn the meeting at 8:42 p.m.

Made by D. West, Seconded by L. Peters
Consensus of the Commission in favor 4-0-0

Respectfully Submitted,

Rebgn Uhight

Robyn Wright
Clerk for the Conservation Commission

Copies of documents and meeting audio are available at the Land Use Office



