Town of Woodbury
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
Woodbury, CT 06798-0369

Woodbury
First land deed from the Indians
April 12th 1659

Parks & Recreation Commission Regular Meeting
Tuesday, February 7, 2017

MINUTES

Present: Dorothy West, Katherine Nichols, Mimi DeLessio-Matta, Leslie Gamsjager, Sean
Moran, and Tim Drakeley

Absent: Ron Taurick

Others Present: Director Miller, Kathy Doyle, Bob Travers, Michael Lodice and a member of the
press

Call to Order

Chair West called the Regular Meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission to order at 7:00
p.m. at the Recreation House. The group welcomed new member Sean Moran and thanked Arnaud
Bourgeois for all his years of service to this Commission.

Approval of Minutes - January 3, 2017 Regular Meeting
Motion was made by Nichols to approve of the minutes of the January 3, 2017
Regular Meeting as written. Seconded by DeLessio-Matta and carried unanimously.

Introduction of Bob Travers and Michael Lodice

Michael Lodice, Parks Superintendent, introduced himself and described the work he does for the
P&R Department. The members commended him on the great job that he does and thanked him for
all that he does.

Overview of Report from Trolley Bed Planning Committee

Bob Travers gave a presentation of the proposal for the Trolley Bed Preserve. He referenced the
Trolley Bed report and encouraged the members to review it on their own. He noted that the most
important information would be on page 6. He explained that it would make sense that the P&R
Commission should oversee this property over the long term with the possible help of the
Conservation Commission. He expects that overtime the usage document will be modified. A
conservative approach was taken in recommending the possible uses of this site. He recommended
that the P&R Commission work toward developing a resource inventory.

Chair West made the group aware that there is an easement held by the DEEP on the entire
property purchased with the grant and all planning will be done with the easement restrictions in
mind. Also, there is an Ad Hoc Committee whose mission is to develop a management plan for the




property. Part of that mission should be a resource inventory. The members of this Ad Hoc
Committee have the appropriate expertise to complete these tasks.

Bob Travers reported that he has made the recommendation that the professional paid staff of the
Parks & Recreation Department is expanded in order to take on this additional responsibility. The
group agreed that this is something that should be considered when developing the budget.

Privilege of the Floor

Kathy Doyle noted that she strongly believes that a request for additional park staff should be
made. Mr. Lodice should have someone besides part time staff to back up his position. The
investment was made for the Trolly Bed Preserve and now the investment should be made for its
upkeep. Director Miller reported that the budget request has been submitted without a request for
an additional person on staff; however, this request can be revised.

Old Business

a. Playground Committee Report

Director Miller reported on the donations to date. The Playground Committee will meet this week
to review their budget and plans to go to bid.

b. Pond Proposal Update

Tim Drakeley reported that he has spoken to Selectman Butterly twice about this matter and will
go to see him again to further discuss.

c. SDAT Steering Committee Update

Chair West reported that the focus of the recommendations of SDAT were around the Main Street
parks. She suggested that these recommendations be incorporated in the overall strategic plan and
then prioritize where the recommendations fit in.

New Business

a. Field One proposal

Tim Drakeley reported that Little League would like to put up advertising signs around the fence at
Field One to take advantage of sponsorship opportunities. Tim Drakeley suggested leasing Field
One to Little League to alleviate the responsibility of upkeep. Then Little League can pursue the
signs with the Zoning Commission and retain the sponsorship funds. Otherwise, it should be
considered that a portion of sponsorship fees go to the Town to maintain the field. It was agreed
that the Town Attorney should be consulted regarding this suggestion.

Jenifer Miller reported that Go The Distance is considering changing their route in an effort to stay
off the roads. She described the proposed route. She did not foresee a problem with this; however,
regular activity would not cease. Chair West suggested that during this event the area by Route 47
be policed and dog walkers warned to keep their dogs leashed.

Woodbury Lions would like a rain date for the car show on Sunday, 6/18/17. Sean Moran did not
feel that this would conflict with baseball. The group was in favor of approving the rain date.

Director Miller reported that there is someone interested in taking on the concession stand this
summer. She has submitted a menu and is consulting with the Health Department. Her proposed
hours would bel1-2 p.m. and 4-7 p.m. All licenses and insurance would be her responsibility. The
group was concerned that the proposed menu and prices would not be terribly successful. A total
fee of $1,000 will be charged for the usage of the concession stand for the summer season. The
group agreed that they were in favor of this proposal.
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Discussion of Strategic Plan

a. Review what have to date

The group reviewed the hand-outs provided by Director Miller and agreed to respond with their
thoughts at a Special Meeting on Saturday, March 4th at 1:30 p.m. Those members who cannot
attend can submit their thoughts in writing for review at that meeting.

b. Determine next steps - Special Meeting 3/4/17 at 1:30 p.m.

c. Set target date to complete - tabled

Director's Review
a. Update on 2017 budget - Director Miller will present the proposed budget on February 25th.
b. Update on capital plan - distributed

Correspondence - N/A

Adjournment
Motion was made by Nichols to adjourn at 8:39 p.m. Seconded by Gamsjager and
unanimously approved.

Respectfully submitted,
Tai Kern
Tai Kern, Clerk
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