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WOODBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, February 4, 2025
7:00 p.m., — Shove Building, 281 Main Street South

MEMBERS PRESENT: MEMBERS ABSENT:

D. Taylor, Chairman J. Sherman
L. Peters

T. Clark (arrived 7:04 p.m.)

D. West

W. Ryan

1. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

Chairman Taylor began the meeting at 7:01 p.m. A quorum was established.

2. APPROVAL OF JANUARY MEETING MINUTES

Chairman Taylor presented the minutes of the January 7, 2025, Conservation Commission meeting for
consideration. He called for discussion. There was none.

MOTION:
To approve the minutes of the January 7, 2025, Conservation Commission meeting as presented.

Made by L. Peters, Seconded by D. West
Vote: 4-0-0 — Approved — Motion Passed
Ayes: Taylor, Ryan, West, Peters
Nays: None

Abstain: None
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3. CORRESPONDENCE & OPENING REMARKS

Chairman Taylor informed the members that Chris Aberg resigned from the Commission. He also noted
that Town Planner Agresta asked him for assistance answering questions regarding the MS4 Stormwater
report. Chairman Taylor may contact some members about this.

4. CURRENT BUSINESS

a)

b)

d)

Solar Farms

Chairman Taylor was disappointed that he was unable to attend W. Ryan’s presentation to the
Land Use boards. He noted that the presentation has gotten very good reviews. D. West stated
that she spent some time talking to Bill Burgess and John Trainor who were residents very
involved in the Fawn Meadow solar farm process. She asked them if there were lessons to be
learned from the process at the local level. Those ideas could be presented to the Planning and
Zoning Commissions. L. Peters asked if the presentation could be put on the Conservation web
page. Discussion ensued over how to share the presentation. W. Ryan passed out a brochure that
he and Christine McDevitt had put together about solar farms that included a link to the
presentation and other pertinent information. L. Peters stated that the Joint Land Use meeting was
well attended and had more interest than previous meetings. Chairman Taylor sent draft zoning
regulations to Planner Agresta on February 3, 2025, to submit to the Zoning Commission. W.
Ryan noted that the Siting Council can overrule local government. Chairman Taylor stated that it
is worth it to have a standard documented to work from even though it can be overruled.
Discussion continued about if the Town could purchase the power from a solar farm.

Library Cabinet

The Commission has the library display cabinet for the month of April. Chairman Taylor stated
that there are three shelves to work with and believes that limiting the subjects would be
advantageous. The consensus was to focus on solar farms, pollinator pathways and native plants.
The members brainstormed ideas. Chairman Taylor noted that the cabinet is available April 1*.
He will not be at next month’s meeting, so the members will need to take control of this project.

Earth Day

Earth Day will be held on April 27, 2025. Discussion commenced about the focus at the booth.
The same topics as the library cabinet will be handled, along with the town map that always
generates interest. D. West will speak with the Garden Club to possibly do a map of the pollinator
gardens in town. There will also be information explaining the “No Mow May” initiative.

Farm Leases

The Commission has been asked to help come up with a model lease for the Open Space farms.
The focus will be on the Three Rivers area. Chairman Taylor asked for the members to think
about what is wanted and not wanted in the leases that would be fair for both the town and the
applicant. He passed out copies of a sample farm lease from the town of Madison. Madison also
has an application for the lease where the question is asked “what will the lease do for the town?”
There will also be a 50’ riparian buffer added to any properties abutting the river. He also passed
out a document of Farm Lease Recommendations for the members to think about. The new leases
will have to be sent to the Planning Commission for review prior to being presented at the Town
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Meeting in November. Therefore, a realistic goal would be to have their portion complete by
Labor Day. He will also present this to the Three Rivers Ad-hoc Committee.

Chairman Taylor also reminded the members of the FOLA when corresponding via email.
Members should not “reply all” to any emails since then it denotes that the commission is
conducting business and everyone’s email would be open to public scrutiny.

e) Pollinator Pathway
D. West will be meeting up with members of the Garden Club soon for them to set the goals for
2025. Then she will be able to give a better update of their plans to the Conservation
Commission.

f) Minortown Project
There were no updates since J. Sherman was not there.

g) HWA
Chairman Taylor asked for any updates from the members on infestations. There were none.

h) Three Rivers Park Restoration
Chairman Taylor reported that with the ground frozen, there is no planting yet. There have also
been some delays with finalizing the permit.

i) Next Newsletter
Chairman Taylor noted that with C. Aberg’s resignation, he would like to move forward with
resuscitating the newsletter. L. Peters stated that C. Aberg had said she was still trying to put it
together. T. Clark stated that she has time over the next two weeks. If C. Aberg can get what she
has to her then she will update it and finish it off.

j) CLCC Signups
Chairman Taylor reminded the members of the conference with the early bird deadline to sign up
being February 22, 2025. Members were asked to contact the Land Use office to register.
L. Peters, D. West and W. Ryan are hoping to attend.

k) Open Space Issues
There were no issues to report.

5. MEMBER TIME

D. West inquired about grants and grant writers. Chairman Taylor had nothing new to report on the matter
except that when he put in the budget request for the Commission, he included a $20,000 line item for
matching grant funds. He will now need to defend his reasons for this in hopes of approval. The town has
set up a committee for writing grants that is composed of volunteers. The members noted that all the
surrounding towns have received huge amounts from grants recently.

L. Peters spoke about textile recycling and the research she has done. The Nonnewaug High School
clothing drive accepts all clean items of clothing, stuffed animals, linens, towels etc. The consensus of the
members was to use that event and clarify what can be included to encourage people to use it as the
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means of recycling and eliminating the textiles out of the town garbage. L. Peters will continue to work
on this.

6. PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR
Christine McDevitt, 465 Main Street N., addressed the Commission. Ms. McDevitt stated that the farm

leases are generally five years and were just renewed. Chairman Taylor noted while that has been the case
in the past, the current leases were only renewed for one year enabling the review of the farm leases.

7. NEXT MEETING AGENDA ITEMS

The next meeting will be held on March 4, 2025.

8. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:
To adjourn the meeting at 8:11 p.m.

Made by D. West, Seconded by L. Peters
Consensus of the Commission in favor 5-0-0

Respectfully Submitted,

Robyn Whight

Robyn Wright
Clerk for the Conservation Commission

Copies of documents and meeting audio are available at the Land Use Office




