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Town of Woodbury 
Conservation Commission 

281 Main Street South 
Woodbury, CT 067989 

WOODBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 23, 2017 
Members in attendance: 

	
Members absent:  

L. Peters 	 D. Taylor 
	

J. King 
J. Sherman 	S. Hobson 
D. Leavenworth 	G. Madsen 

Also attending: K. Doyle. 

Chairman Taylor called the meeting to order at 8:00 am. A quorum of four was established. 

Minutes  — D. Leavenworth moved to accept the January 26 meeting minutes, seconded by L. Peters. 
Minutes unanimously approved 4-0. 

New Business  - 
(J. Sherman and G. Madsen joined the meeting) 
Trolley Bed Committee Update  — Chairman Taylor announced that the Trolley Bed Planning Committee has 
finished its work, and a new committee called the Reservoir Property Management Committee was formed with 
the task of creating a management plan. D. Leavenworth added that the Town has not done a very good job 
overseeing town-owned properties, and that it would be great if an oversight committee with authority to cover 
all Town open space and parks were established. D. Taylor agreed, although he noted that Park and Rec has 
current overview, and such a change would have to be coordinated with Park and Rec and Conservation. The 
Management Committee will be chaired by Selectwoman Perkinson, with members J. Miller, B. Travers, K. 
West, D. Taylor, M. Lodice and L. DeJong. First meeting is next Monday at 1 p.m. D. Taylor cannot attend 
and invited any Conservation Commissioner to attend. The first things to address are an inventory of the 
property and dealing with erosion problems. 

Earth Day Planning — Chairman Taylor is looking for the logo drawn by S. Hobson for a sign for the April 22 
event at Hollow Park. S. Hobson said it was based on the newsletter logo, which J. Sherman will forward to L. 
Peters for development into a sign which can be hung on the table or tent with grommets. The Commission 
has a small budget to cover this. D. Taylor is trying to get relevant brochures together such as walking trail 
maps and newsletter copies. 

CLCC Conference  — Chairman Taylor said the Conference is on March 18, and anyone interested in going 
could leave an application with Anne F. in the Land Use Office to be mailed together. D. Leavenworth had a 
list of workshops for attendees to choose ahead of time. 

POCD Planning Update  — Chairman Taylor said this topic will be discussed next meeting. 

Old Business 

Chairman Taylor requested that the executive session on open space be moved to the end of the meeting to 
allow more focused discussion time. 

Quarterly Newsletter  — J. Sherman was not sure when the next newsletter would go out. 

Low Impact Development  — D. Leavenworth said he felt that the presentation on LID by the Northwest 
Conservation District was not detailed enough to help Planning Commissioners understand why and how it 
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should be incorporated into town regulations. LID allows greater amounts of water to return into the ground 
rather than running off on the surface, which allows groundwater to continue to supply the rivers and aquifer in 
times of drought. This has a huge effect on fish life. PRWC is working on better education and information on 
this subject. D. Taylor said it would be good to have an educational piece on this for the Earth Day table. S. 
Hobson said a past newsletter had a good overview; J. Sherman will forward to Chairman Taylor. 

Invasive Plants — S. Hobson will bring his remaining invasive plant brochures for the Earth Day table. 

Nonnewauq Falls  — no current update. 

Member Time  — L. Peters reported on the Zoning Public Hearing regarding proposed multiple residence zoning 
changes. She also noted that there were discussions about a possible food store on a 5-acre property on S. 
Pomperaug Ave. D. Leavenworth said this property was right above the aquifer and in a flood plain, and had 
many environmental issues due to past excavation and refilling. Discussion was held about food stores having 
food preparation as a larger part of their business, and how this affects the water supply. S. Hobson also 
noted that it is close to the water company wells/property. D. Leavenworth reiterated that the new 
management committee should have broader responsibilities, and that LID needs more education/attention. 
He also spoke about the water testing program that used to be done by the Town and later by outside experts. 
He estimated this would cost 5-10 thousand dollars annually. 

Correspondence  — none. 

Privilege of the Floor  — K. Doyle said the State has updated its Green Plan. They are proposing a mapping 
system to update all open space in the State. She suggested that maybe they could have something built into 
that process so open space/conservation easement data can be captured on an ongoing basis. She also 
noted that State Statutes give authority to the Conservation Commission to manage open space if assigned 
this task by the Selectmen. K. Doyle said she would like to see an open space management committee 
reinstated as a subcommittee under the Conservation Commission. 

Executive Session to Discuss Properties for sale to the Town  — All Commission members and the clerk entered 
executive session at 9:06. S. Hobson left executive session at 9:55. All remaining persons left executive 
session at 10:16. D. Leavenworth moved that the Conservation Commission recommend the Town purchase 
the Sherwood property for no more than $100,000, that a conservation easement be placed on the property, 
and that the Conservation Commission work with the Selectmen and Finance Board on how to fund the 
purchase. Seconded by J. Sherman. Unanimously approved 5-0. 

J. Sherman moved to adjourn; seconded by G. Madsen. Unanimously approved. 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 a.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Linda Kaelin, Clerk 
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