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WOODBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, November 6, 2025
7:00 p.m., — Shove Building, 281 Main Street South

MEMBERS PRESENT: MEMBERS ABSENT:

D. Taylor, Chairman

L. Peters

J. Sherman

T. Clark (arrived 7:14 p.m.)
D. West

C. Samoska

C. McDevitt

1. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

Chairman Taylor began the meeting at 7:02 p.m. A quorum was established

2. APPROVAL OF OCTOBER MEETING MINUTES

Chairman Taylor presented the minutes of the October 7, 2025, Conservation Commission meeting. He
called for comments. There was one correction.

MOTION:
To approve the minutes of the October 7, 2025, Conservation Commission meeting as amended:

e Section 5, paragraph 3, 4 sentence should read: “...and Labonne’s will have them.”

Made by D. West, Seconded by J. Sherman

Vote: 6-0-0 — Approved — Motion Passed

Ayes:  Taylor, Sherman, West, Peters, McDevitt, Samoska
Nays: None

Abstain: None

3. CORRESPONDENCE & OPENING REMARKS
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Chairman Taylor stated that after being on the Commission for 10 years, he will be resigning at the end of

2025.

4. CURRENT BUSINESS

a)

b)

d)

Pollinator Pathway
D. West stated that there is not much happening other than the gardens are being put to bed for
the winter.

Minortown Project

J. Sherman reported that there was a nice walk and talk assessment of the site with DEEP wildlife
expert Peter Piccone last Wednesday. Mr. Picone noted that the mugwort and autumn olive are
two plants of concern to deal with. The site in general is beautiful with many beneficial plants to
spread around. He recommended that the knotweed stems that were sprayed be cut, piled up and
burned before next spring. J. Sherman will contact Fire Marshall Janet Morgan to arrange this. He
will send out an email for volunteers to help cut the knotweed. Mr. Piccone also recommended
not having a path through the center of the meadow. A perimeter path should be enough and is
better for a wildlife habitat. The Commission agreed with this recommendation. J. Sherman will
handle that in the spring.

HWA

The members will need to start monitoring the hemlocks in the area after the cold spell next week
since the adelgids will be visible. The areas that need to be checked are Castle Rock, the Trolley
Bed, Three Rivers, Nonnewaug Falls, and Orenaug Park. Members volunteered for this. There is
also a walk planned on November 22, 2025, for anyone to go to Castle Rock.

Potential Projects for 2026

Chairman Taylor stated that the Commission needs to submit their requested budget by the end of
November. He called for discussion regarding upcoming potential projects that might need
funding. Having volunteers for releasing the predator beetles and planned hikes were mentioned.
Chairman Taylor noted the potential for creating an ADA trail on a northern part of a trail at the
Trolley Bed. He stated that there is a lot of funding for anything ADA related, however most
grants would need matching funds.

Another thought was creating a trail maintenance fund coordinated with the Park and Rec
Department. There could be a small fund for outreach projects also. Creating and printing an
Open Space brochure was also discussed. D. West mentioned having some funds for consulting
services when needed. Open Space posters could also be made. C. McDevitt suggested getting
some ideas for dressing up the booth for Earth Day. Benches and tables at Minortown were also
talked about. D. West noted the amount of “in Memoriam” benches around town needs to be
considered.

Chairman Taylor also reminded the members to submit any reimbursement receipts. The HWA
and knotweed projects will continue to be a line item. Members should try to get some estimates
and information to forward to Chairman Taylor so he can create line items for the budget request.
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€)

Newsletter

C. Samoska was inspired by D. West’s suggestions last month about winter walks and wildlife
tracking. She created a list of some ideas for family projects for birding. Discussion continued
about the bird count that ends April 30, 2026. The Commission could offer a prize at Earth Day
for the bird count record and award badges to kids who participated. They would collaborate with
the library to help get word out. C. McDevitt requested that any newsletter suggestions be sent to
her by the next meeting. She likes to get the newsletter out at the beginning of the season.

Annual Meeting Schedule
Chairman Taylor presented the draft 2026 Conservation Commission Annual Meeting Schedule
for consideration.

MOTION:
To approve the 2026 Conservation Commission Annual Meeting Schedule as presented

Made by L. Peters, Seconded by D. West

Vote: 7-0-0 — Approved — Motion Passed
Ayes: Taylor, Sherman, Peters, Clark, West, McDevitt, Samoska
Nays: None
Abstain: None
g) Nominating Committee for Officers
T. Clark and L. Peters will work together to bring nominations for officers to the next meeting.
The vote will be held on January 6, 2026.
h) 2026 Budget Proposals
This topic was covered with the “Potential Projects.” Discussion about grant writing for the town
commenced. The Grant Writing ad-hoc Committee will be ending soon. The members hope that
this will be reinstated for the coming year.
i) Open Space Issues

T. Clark reported that she was pleasantly surprised that the Trolley Bed area was no worse than
before.

5. MEMBER TIME

1.

Members discussed the CACIWC Conference and that attendance was full. L. Peters will give C.
McDevitt her ticket and T. Clark will go on the waiting list.

C. Samoska reported that she had a brainstorming meeting with Librarian Marla Martin regarding
a collaboration between the Woodbury Library, the Garden Club, the Conservation Commission
and Woodbury Town Historian Sue Shepard. The topic of focus is honoring Susan Jane Bull
Shove — Heritage, Habitat & Horticulture. C. Samoska was inspired by Chairman Taylor
mentioning Bethel Rock at the last meeting which led to a deep dive into the history of Orenaug
Park.

The purpose of the collaboration would be to celebrate Susan Shove, linking her 19™ century
legacy to community conservation through the Woodbury Pollinator Pathway initiative and the
America 250 commemoration. There are two proposed event concepts where an actor portraying



Conservation Commission November 6, 2025 4/Page

Mrs. Shove tells her story of the library’s founding and of her vision for Orenaug Park as a native
mountain park. The events would combine storytelling with a guided geology hike and activity at
Bethel Rock. It was noted that the area is a natural amphitheater with wonderful acoustics.

4. The initiative would also encourage residents to plant red, white and blue pollinator gardens for
the America 250 celebration. There could be partnering with local nurseries to offer starter plant
trios and mapping of community participation. This could involve children with a special spring
break program at the library for children to learn about pollinators and plant seeds.

5. The members appreciated and encouraged C. Samoska’s enthusiasm for the project. D. West
recommended involving the Shade Tree Committee. C. Samoska will now return to the PVGC
officers since the idea was presented to the Conservation Commission. The Library and Town
Historian will lead this program. The Commission is very willing to help where needed.

6. C. Samoska gave a recap of the recent Parks & Recreation meeting. It was noted that the
restrooms at Hollow Park are about to be locked for the season. T. Clark inquired of the
vandalism there, but it was not discussed at that meeting. There is a DEEP trails grant being
looked into for improvements at the park. The Three Rivers Park trail map has been inaccurate
and is going to be corrected to stop people from walking on private property.

7. Next month’s Garden Club Newsletter will focus on “Woodbury’s flood plains - where nature
and history meet.” C. Samoska also spoke of a recyclable bottle and can initiative to capture the
deposits for bottles and cans that get recycled in bins but not turned in for their deposit. She
suggested drives to collect these funds to go to various groups like the Scouts as fundraisers. T.
Clark wanted to focus on the positive aspect that people are recycling. After discussion, the
consensus was that this could be done in conjunction with the town cleanup days.

6. PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

There were no comments from the floor.

7. NEXT MEETING AGENDA ITEMS

The next meeting will be held on December 2, 2025.

8. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:

To adjourn the meeting at 8:48 p.m.

Made by D. West, Seconded by C. Samoska
Consensus of the Commission in favor 7-0-0
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Respectfully Submitted,

Robyn Uhight

Robyn Wright
Clerk for the Conservation Commission

Copies of documents and meeting audio are available at the Land Use Office
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