Town of Woodbury

Conservation Commission

281 Main Street South
Woodbury, CT 06798
203.263.3467 = www.woodburyct.org

WOODBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, October 7, 2025
7:00 p.m., — Shove Building, 281 Main Street South

MEMBERS PRESENT: MEMBERS ABSENT:

D. Taylor, Chairman J. Sherman
L. Peters

T. Clark

D. West

C. McDevitt

C. Samoska

1. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

Chairman Taylor began the meeting at 6:59 p.m. A quorum was established.

2. APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER MEETING MINUTES

Chairman Taylor presented the minutes of the September 2, 2025, Conservation Commission meeting. He
called for comments. There were none.

MOTION:
To approve the minutes of the September 2, 2025, Conservation Commission meeting as presented.

Made by D. West, Seconded by L. Peters

Vote: 6-0-0- Approved- Motion Passed

Ayes:  Taylor, Peters, West, Samoska, McDevitt, Clark
Nays: None

Abstain: None

3. CORRESPONDENCE & OPENING REMARKS

Chairman Taylor noted the email sent about the CACIWC conference scheduled for November in
Cromwell. He advised members to use the link online to access the mail-in form. The members should
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decide what workshops they would like to attend and turn the form into the Land Use office by October
18, 2025.

4. CURRENT BUSINESS

a)

b)

d)

November Meeting Change
Chairman Taylor noted the November Conservation meeting has been changed and will take
place at the Shove building on Thursday, November 6, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.

Pollinator Pathway Update

D. West noted reported that the Historic District Commission approved the use of attaching the
Pollinator Pathway medallions to the Garden Club signposts. The Garden Club has also received
grants from the Junior Women’s Club of Woodbury, along with the Federated Garden Club of
CT. They were able to purchase 95 pollinator plants. All the plants have been planted in the
gardens around town at the George Washington green, Orenaug park, the North green, the post
office and Flanders. Woodbury also now has a site on the Pollinator Pathway website.

D. West also mentioned that the Shade Tree & Sidewalk Committee has put in a grant request for
approximately 100 trees. The Garden Club will work together with them to determine possible
placements.

Chairman Taylor inquired as to how the Garden Club is interacting with people and businesses
along Main Street to participate in the pathway initiative. D. West stated that there is not a plan
for that yet. They might involve the High School to grow some pollinator plants to sell at the
plant sales. C. Samoska inquired if any red, white and blue plants pollinator plants could be used
in the 250 year celebration. She would like to see about working with the America250 Ad Hoc
Committee.

Town Cleanup Day Debrief

J. Sherman had reported Chairman Taylor that 34 people participated in the cleanup with 13
coming from Nonnewaug and the Transition Academy. Most people brought their bags directly
to the transfer station, so there was no group photo taken. The sub sandwiches were good,
however there was too much food. That will need to be considered for the next time.

Farm Lease

Chairman Taylor reported that the lease is hung up in process. The Board of Selectmen has to
agree to a new lease to then forward it to the Planning Commission. After that, it would then go
to the November town meeting for an open vote. The Planning Commission has cancelled their
meeting for October, greatly reducing the odds of anything changing. The current simple one year
lease will most likely continue to be used.

Minortown Project

J. Sherman had reported to Chairman Taylor that he was optimistic after viewing the results of
the spraying of the Japanese Knotweed, which occurred on September 22, The final result will
be seen in June of next year. Mowing of the paths has continued and the area is walkable. Pete
Piccone of DEEP will be conducting an assessment walk on October 29™ at 10:00 a.m. to give
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advice for the next steps with planting. A contractor has been hired for the construction of the
fence and should be happening around the end of the month.

f) Three Rivers Park
Chairman Taylor reminded the members that there are only two access points to the park: One
through the gate at the Judson Street bridge, and the other at the gate on the north side near
Weekeepeemee by Jack’s bridge. There has been an issue with people walking on private
driveways to get access to the park and also using the private pond. The members are asked to
pass that information along. Proper signage would help alleviate some of the problem. The town
is trying to get access for town vehicles to use the private driveways to get access to the barn. The
barn is owned by the Town, with some local groups having storage there. Unfortunately, there is
no driveway access to the barn for the town, and driving across the field is not always feasible
since it is a floodplain. Discussion continued on this topic and who is responsible for town open
space, along with Conservation’s responsibility of making maps and trails. D. West also brought
up that the corner section near Jack’s bridge is not being maintained and is filled with invasive
plants and the trails are overgrown. This should be brought to the Parks and Rec department’s
attention.

g) HWA
J. Sherman had reported to Chairman Taylor that he will be assessing areas in town for infestation
by the end of October. He will be ordering the predator beetles in November in hopes of getting
the early purchase discount. T. Clark mentioned enjoying a hike along with the assessment
process.

h) Newsletter
The Commission complimented C. McDevitt on the fall edition of the newsletter. She stated that
she likes to focus on what the Commission is doing and what the community can do to engage in
conservation efforts. She welcomes any ideas for the winter newsletter.

i) Open Space Issues
Open Space areas were covered in the other topics.

5. MEMBER TIME

L. Peters mentioned that there are DEEP grants available, but they require matching funds. Chairman
Taylor stated that there is no funding available for matching grants. There had been an item requested in
the budget process for this purpose, but it did not make it to the final budget.

C. Samoska stated that her newsletter for the Garden Club included information about what the
Conservation Commission is doing, such as Kelley pond, the Pollinator Pathway and town cleanup. The
next Garden Club newsletter will focus on the value of the open space that we have in town to help build
appreciation. She was thinking of highlighting Orenaug park and was interested in what the Conservation
Commission has done there or is working on now. Thoughts included rock climbing and the geology of
the area. Chairman Taylor highlighted the historical aspect of Bethel Rock which was used for church
services in the late 1600°s. The Hemlock Woolly Adelgid initiative can also be addressed.
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There was discussion about where orange garbage bags are available. Ace Hardware has recently been
bought out and had run out of bags. L. Peters stated that the new hardware store will receive orange bags
in a few weeks. In the meantime, New Morning, Ace Hardware in Bethlehem, and Labonne’s have them.
The Transfer Station will give a few if needed and the Selectmen’s office also has some.

L. Peters reported that George Hale invited her to attend the next Board of Selectmen meeting to report
the activity of town cleanup day.

6. PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

L. Peters conveyed comments from resident Kathy Doyle. Ms. Doyle wanted to update the Commission
on a walk and talk with Bud Neal arranged by the Shade Tree Committee. The walk will be of Orenaug
Park and the Trolley Bed on May 9, 2026. The walk will focus on looking at the health of the forest.

L. Peters noted that Les Walker was at a Shade Tree Committee meeting. He has a forestry degree from
Yale. He said that there are grants available for trails specifically and recommended looking for projects
for students to do. D. West stated that when she was on the Parks and Recreation Committee, they did
organize to try to get money for the planning of trails. They had help from NVCOG and it was a lot of
work. CT Forest and Trails has grants but most likely need matching funds. Most times a grant is needed
to plan a project in order to apply for a grant to implement the project.

L. Peters reported that Kathy Doyle’s impression from town cleanup was that there was not as much
garbage on the roads. Ms. Doyle suggested that maybe part of cleanup could be removal of invasive
plants or it could be part of National Trails Day in June. This led to discussion about people working
together to be trained on trail maintenance like what is done at Steep Rock park. The Park and Rec
department would need to be involved. C. Samoska stated that she spoke with the Principal at
Nonnewaug High School and there are students in forestry and environmental science classes that could
get involved in some field work.

C. Samoska inquired about the open space fund which combined with a grant aided in the purchase of
Minortown Preserve. There are no funds currently being put aside into an open space fund. She wondered
if there is a plan. Discussion continued that any funds should be put more towards maintaining the
properties already owned, rather than acquiring more. The only exception would be if there is a property
adjacent to an open space are. These types of funds typically get cut from the budget, but the
Commission will try again with the budget process.

7. NEXT MEETING AGENDA ITEMS

The next meeting will be held on November 6, 2025.



Conservation Commission October 7, 2025

8. ADJOURNMENT
MOTION:
To adjourn the meeting at 8:37 p.m.

Made by D. West, Seconded by L. Peters
Consensus of the Commission in favor 6-0-0

Respectfully Submitted,

Robyn Whight

Robyn Wright
Clerk for the Conservation Commission
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Copies of documents and meeting audio are available at the Land Use Office
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