
Town of Woodbury 

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
Woodbury, CT 06798-0369 

First land deed from the Indians 

April 12th 1659 

Parks and Recreation Commission 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 MINUTES 

Present: 

Chairman, Kippy West, Commissioners, Kelly Packett, Kathy Nichols, Mimi DeLessio-Matta, Tim 

Drakeley, and Leslie Gamsjager. 

Absent: 

Commissioner Sean Moran 

Also Present: Residents Kathy Doyle, Mary Lally and Jim Lally, David Taylor Conservation Chairman, Jim 

Trompeter of the Lion's Club and Carol Haskiss of the Pomperaug River Water Shed Coalition. 

1) Call to Order: 

Chairman West called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm. 

2) Approval of Meeting Minutes 

MOTION: 

To approve the minutes of the September 5, 2017 meeting of the Town of Woodbury, Parks and 

Recreation Commission. The motion was made by Commissioner Packett and seconded by 

Commissioner Nichols to approve the minutes as written. The motion passed on a 4 to 0 vote with one 

abstention by Commissioner Gamsjager who was not present at the last meeting. 

3) Privilege of the Floor: 

The Trolley Bed property was brought up by resident Mary Lally who wanted to know if the Town 

Attorney would be consulted in regard to the liability of the Town for this property. Director Miller 

assured Mrs. Lally that the Town Attorney would have input and there will always be public input 

before a decision is made. If people have questions or concerns they will be invited to a Commission 

meeting to go over them. Chairman West stated that the Park and Recreation Commission can only 

advise. She also explained that there is a management plan that was done for the Trolley Bed property 

that is available on line. That plan was submitted and accepted by the Board of Selectmen. Work has 

not been started yet on the implementation plan but when it does it will involve a lot of people. 

Director Miller stated that there are many basics that need to be taken care of before anything else 
can be handled. 
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Mr. Lally felt that the use of bicycles on the trails would be a liability for the Town. Mr. Lally mentioned 

that at the meeting in March of 2016, at the Nonnewaug auditorium, that the voters that were there 

were under the impression that the property was to be used as a preserve and the name of the 

property is the Trolley Bed Preserve. He also suggested that the property was to be used for passive 

recreation and bicycles would not be considered passive recreation. Mr. Lally brought up several points 

that included liability of the Town, environmental concerns and handicap access. Director Miller said 

that most of his points had been discussed including the handicap access for which the cost would be 

enormous. She also stated that the project is on-going. Mr. and Mrs. Lally both feel that the trails 

should be used for hiking and enjoying nature and not for bicyclists to use as that may cause a liability 

for the Town. 

4) Old Business: 

1) Playground Committee Update: Chairman West said that the LoCIP money, that was previously 

awarded to the Town of Woodbury, by the State, has still not been released. By the November or 

December meeting the Board will need to decide what the next steps are. 

The Parks and Recreation Commission received another Playground donation making the donations, so 

far, over $42,000.00. 

2) Trolley Bed Preserve Update: 
The Trolley Bed Management Plan is available on line or at the Parks and Recreation office for the 

Commission to look at if they have not already done so. The trails do need to be cleaned up but 

because Park and Recreation is short-handed it will take a while for the clean-up. Jeff Sherman is 

trying to enlist the boy scout's help with this project, also some volunteer organizations have promised 

to help clean up. Commissioner Drakeley suggested that some cleanup also be done around the main 

drag from Old Sherman to the Middle Quarter area. 

3) SDAT Committee Update: The SDAT Committee met but there was no update from the committee. 

4) Bench Maintenance Plan Update: 

Jim Trompeter, from the Lion's Club, said that most of the benches around Town are not ones that the 

Lion's Club put up. The Lion's Club is willing to maintain those that are theirs and any new ones that 

they supply. They also offered to restore some of the ones that are not theirs if Park and Recreation 

Would like them to. Chairman West asked Mr. Trompeter if the Lion's Club would be OK if the Parks 

And Recreation Commission took down some of the old benches in Town and he thought they would 
be. 
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Park and Recreation would like to go with wrought iron benches, with arms, as old benches are 

replaced or new ones put up. 

5) New Business: 

1) Sherwood Property: Conservation Chairman, David Taylor, walked the 14-acre property with the 

owners and the Conservation Commission and gave his opinion of the property which he says is not flat 

but could be used for hiking. Commissioner Drakeley brought a large map of the fourteen-acre 

property to the meeting so the Commissioners could see the property boundaries and the fact that it 

connects to Castle Rock. Chairman Taylor passed out some copies of the topographical map of the 

property and spent time explaining the property boundaries and usage. The main question is how the 

property can be used and how it would benefit the Town. As of this date the Commission has not been 

asked for an opinion or to get involved in the property but Chairman West thought that the 

Commission should be prepared if it is asked. 

2) Hollow Park Pond: Carol Haskiss of the Pomperaug River Water Shed Coalition brought a slide 

presentation, for the Commission, showing the many ways the area around the Pond could be made 

more beautiful and useful. Some of the ideas were to take the fence down around the pond and plant 

bushes, leave the fence up and put bushes next to it to disguise it, or remove and replace the fence 

with a wooden fence like the wooden fencing that is in the Park already. 

The next step for the Commission would be to take Carol Haskiss's presentation and refine it. Then the 

process would be for the Commission to agree on a plan, cost it out, and work out what plants and the 

kind of fence that would be best and then present the plan, in December, to the Board of Selectmen 

for review. 

3) North Green Plan: SDAT money will pay for the North Green plan but a survey needs to be done 

first. Director Miller will have to go to the Board of Finance to ask for $800.00 for the survey. 

Chairman West called for a motion to make the Green Circle one way. 

MOTION: 
The motion was made by Commissioner Delessio-Matta and seconded by Commissioner Nichols to 

make the Green Circle one way. The vote was 6 to 0. Unanimously approved. 

Secondly, Director Miller asked the Commission to make a motion to ask the Selectmen to use the 

SDAT money to fund the fence on Green Circle, the survey, the paint and the signs at the North 
Green at a cost of $4,200.00. 
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Chairman West called for the motion to be made. 

Motion: 
A motion was made by Commissioner Packett to ask the Board of Selectmen for approximately 

$4,200.00 SDAT money for the survey, fencing, paint and signs for the North Green project. 

Commissioner Delessio-Matta seconded the motion. The vote was 6 to 0. Unanimously approved. 

4) Picnic Table Maintenance Plan: The picnic tables are going to be removed from the Green and taken 

to the Town Barn to be painted and refurbished. Chairman West said the Town Bench plan brought up 

the idea of whether there should be a plan for the picnic tables. 

5) Basketball: Commissioner Drakeley said that a Committee is being put together to make and 

implement rules for the travel basketball league season. 

6) Directors Report October 2, 2017: 

1) Director Miller thanked Commissioner's Packett and Delessio-Matta for running the movie 

Americano this month. The movie was too long so it was decided to only have movies that are 90 

minutes long from now on. November 3 rd  is the date of the next movie. 

The Fall Festival was a huge success with many more people attending than last year. 

Mike planted an Autumn Blaze tree for Dick Brinley at Three Rivers. 

7) Correspondence: None at this time. 

The next meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission will be held on Tuesday November 7, 2017. 

8) Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Packett and seconded by 

Commissioner Drakeley. The motion was unanimously approved and the meeting adjourned at 9:20 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Mackey, Clerk 

RECEIVED & FILED 
IN WOODBURV, CT 

This
/ OYe - day of 	20.12. 

O'CIOC 

Town Clerk 
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