Town of Woodbury

Board of Selectmen
281 Main Street South
Woodbury, CT 06798

203.263.2141 * www.woodburyct.org

First Colonial Settlers in 1673

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL JOINT LAND USE MEETING
Thursday, January 30, 2025
Senior/Community Center

PRESENT:  Board of Selectmen: Barbara Perkinson, George Hale, Karen Reddington-Hughes
Zoning Commission: Ted Teitz, Casey Rushin
Planning Commission: Mark Cody, Pamela Elkow, Mary Connolly, Tim Noel, Ruth Melchiori
Zoning Board of Appeals: Joe Donato, Demetrius Leonard
Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Agency: Earl Gillette, Mary Tyrrell, Kyle Turoczi
Conservation Commission: Lesa Peters, Jeff Sherman, Kippy West
Historic District Commission: Maureen Donnarumma, Marc Kroll, Ed Winters

ALSO: Town Planner, Will Agresta; Presenters William Ryan and Christine McDevitt; additional members
of the community; one member of the press; and clerk Deb Carlton

First Selectman Perkinson called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and led the Pledge of Allegiance; after which, she
requested a moment of silence for all the lives lost in the airline/helicopter collision in Washington, D.C.

Mr. Ryan and Ms. McDevitt provided an eye-opening presentation on the emergence and future growth of
solar farms and fields not just in our state but also nationwide. They suggested strategies which would allow
Woodbury to be better positioned when future applications to install solar fields in our town are received.

Questions from commissioners were permitted first, followed by questions/comments from the public.

Some topics discussed were panels over parking lots, and whether those are preferable to fields; questions on
installation and deconstruction costs and who bears those; eligibility for tax breaks and who receives those; and
challenges in dealing with the CT Siting Council, which has the ultimate approval power.

Questions were raised about whether panels that move make it more difficult to achieve goals related to meadows
and habitat or whether spacing is more important; and recognition that CT deems solar equipment tax exempt.

Mr. Ryan recommended the Town at least consider establishing itself as a Tax Increment Financing (TIF) district in
advance of future solar projects. He stressed the need for help from Hartford but, even more so, from the Town’s
own zoning and inland/wetlands commissions to put regulations in place that would either need to be challenged in
court or complied with. These could include the requirement to install a meadow, space the panels to allow for
habitat and possible continued farming, and inclusion of acoustics experts to minimize noise to surrounding homes.

Asked whether solar projects are exclusively on private land, Mr. Ryan indicated Southbury is currently bidding out
a solar project on public land. Planner Agresta noted some towns are negotiating electrical credits for their own
residents for solar projects on public land.
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Mr. Ryan summarized that the towns should endeavor to take control at the local level, not wait for help from the
state, stay involved and don’t walk away, and adopt a “whole of town” approach.

A question was raised about Viewshed and whether regulations should be encapsulated in Viewshed so that when
applications are received, we have a much stronger basis for appealing to the Siting Council. As far as a possible
moratorium, it was explained those are state regulations.

Asked whether the Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments (NVCOG) could be of assistance to the Town, it was
mentioned that solar was not a topic on recent meeting agendas, but this will be explored.

A local resident requested that, in the future, whenever an application is received, the Town should commit to
notifying all surrounding land and homeowners.

A brochure was made available to all attendees, and it is attached hereto. Contact emails and QR code are included
for more information.

Selectman Hale entered a MOTION to adjourn. The annual joint land use meeting concluded at 8:17 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Debra W. Carlton, Clerk
Filed subject to Board of Selectmen approval January 31, 2025




On December 5, 2024, the Connecticut Siting

Council approved the prc:fos?d solar array
at Fawn Meadow in Woodbury.

“ OUR MISSION ISTO HELP ' 2
WOODBURY BECOME A MORE & A Better Way
RESILIENT RURAL COMMUNITY. s with Agrivoltaics
WHEN ALL STAKEHOLDERS WORK
TOGETHER, THE USE OF
AGRIVOLTAICS CAN SUPPORT
LOCAL FARMS, RAISE LOCAL
REVENUE, AND ADDRESS
MULTIPLE ENVIRONMENTAL
CONCERNS WHILE PRODUCING
CLEAN ENERGY THROUGH SOLAR.

DIVE DEEPER

Access resources including: reports,
presentations, studies, & news articles.

SCANHERE K

To meet its goal of 40% renewable energy by
2030, Connecticut will more than double its
solar energy generation capacity. In favor of
solar, in December 2024, the state exited its
offshore wind farm project.

Solar Farm projects in Connecticut are
currently overseen by the Siting Council.
Action is needed to pursue and support
proposed legislation that requires solar
providers to meet both local government and
Siting regulations.

protect rural and historic landscapes, WILL RVEN Wo 0 D B U RY &
t:;';ﬁlﬂargg: sa:gt;?ng‘tiﬁ:y?';Yérgicg:'iir;;?;nd ryanw8942@gmail.com C o N N E CT l C U T

economic goals.
A bett - bl CHRISTINE MCDEVITT
etter way Is possible. christine.mcdevitt@icloud.com

Local regulations need to be updated to @ BetterWaySolarCT@gmail.com



Hillview Farm in Enfield, CT successfully
utilizes agrivoltaics while producing
locally grazed animals.

OF SUCCESS

Solar Developers
& Operators

Researchers 4

T

A
- Vegetation
\ ’ ) Management
Regulatory J =

Agencies 7

Property Owners
& Farmers

Connecticut Farmland is currently under

pressure for development with 46% of farm
ownership having no successsion plan.

A BETTER
WAY

<« , CONTINUED
= o - USE OF LAND
PRy Solar Farm installations that allow
for continued use of the land for
either farming (agrivoltaics) or a
meadow installation (ecovoltaics).

({' ) AGRIVOLTAICS
Y Benefits farms by offsetting energy
costs, increased profitability, and
maintaining the ability to farm the
land. This serves to protect prime
farmland soil and provides local

food sources to our community.

ECOVOLTAICS
C@) An installation of a native meadow
protects biodiversity by providing

habitat for pollinators, including

birds and other wildlife. Water runoff
is also managed by the presence of

a deep and stable root systems.

TIFDISTRICT (5)

The establishment of Tax Increment
Financing (TIF) Districts will increase
tax revenue to towns.

e Determine “base” level of
property tax

* |Increased Property Value
(increment) is tracked separately

* Towns keeps the incremental tax
dollars and uses it to invest in
local projects

PROPOSAL [
FOR ACTION

STATE LEVEL

Connecticut should join other states who
have passed legislation to incentivize the
use of agrivoltaics. Model states include
Minnesota, Indiana, and Massachusetts,
which provide successful examples of
exisiting framework for incentives and

scorecards.
LOCAL LEVEL
Municipalities can take action through

« Zoning Regulations

« Establishment of TIF Districts

» Working with Solar Provider

e Contacting Habitat Experts

» Negotiating of Power Purchase
Agreements



