Town of Woodbury

) Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Agency
y 281 Main Street South

First Colonial Settlers in 1673 WOOdbury, CT 06798

203.263.3467 » www.woodburyct.org

MINUTES — JANUARY 27, 2025

REGULAR MEETING

7:30 P.M. — SENIOR/COMMUNITY CENTER, 265 Main St. South
MEMBERS PRESENT: MEMBERS ABSENT:
Earl Gillette, Alternate Michael McAloon, Alternate
Marty Newell, Vice Chair Timothy Pabst, Alternate
Kyle Turoczi, Secretary Don Richards
Mary Tyrrell, Chair
Ernest Werner

ALSO PRESENT: Will Agresta (Town Planner), Jacob Amorando, William Drakeley, Ron Wolff,

OPENING OF MEETING

Call to Order — Chair. Tyrrell convened the meeting at 7:34 p.m.

Seating of Members / Alternates - Seated were regular members Newell, Turoczi, Tyrrell, Werner and
Alternate Gillette

Conflict of Interest Reminder (CGS Section 8-11 & Woodbury Town Charter Section 901)

MODIFIED/NEW APPLICATIONS

25-1W-0001 — 11 Hard Hill Road / Map 10, Lot 2B-B / OS-60 District / Jacob Amorando
(owner/applicant) / Application for Jurisdictional Determination — Use of land for farming including
grazing, fence maintenance, cleaning tree debris as well as using farm equipment.

Jacob Amorando was present for the discussion and passed out a letter for the record. He is looking for
a Jurisdictional Ruling to clean up an area of his property of fallen trees and debris, to install fencing as
well as removal of existing barbed wire fencing for agricultural use. The fencing would be about 4 ft.
high wire fencing using pre-existing t-posts. The area would then be used for grazing for his alpacas.

The Agency reviewed the proposed location of the area on maps and GIS aerials. The wetlands were
described by Mr. Amarando to be most noticeable in Spring and Summer.

Chair. Tyrrell asked for clarification of the area being proposed. She expressed concern that the area
proposed is the area with the most wetlands, not the area outside the wetlands. The animals would
need to walk through a small portion of the wetlands to access the area of the property Mr. Amorando
is looking to reestablish as pasture for grazing.

Planner Agresta noted that there is definitely a wetland having been on site, but is uncertain where it is
exactly.
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Mr. Amorando stated they could be creative with installing fencing to try and protect the wetland from
the animals disturbing it.

Member Turoczi and Planner Agresta had differing interpretations on what is allowed per the State
Statute.

Planner Agresta noted the code allows agricultural uses; it does not allow you to alter them. Use of the
upland area is one thing, getting there is the issue. Member Turoczi reads that the Statute allows
grazing as of right, the only thing you cannot do is alter the watercourse, move it or fill it. The fence
posts being considered as fill was debated.

Creating a makeshift sleuth for the animals to get beyond the wetland and to protect the wetland was
discussed. Mr. Amorando felt that this would require about 10 ft. to divert the animals around the
wetland area.

Mr. Amorando reiterated the statute stating what can be done, Planner Agresta noting that those things
are permitted but the wetland cannot be altered.

Chair. Tyrrell questioned the handout with regards to buffer zones. It is unclear where these will be
without having been provided a good site plan. Mr. Amorando explained he would allow the natural
vegetation around the wetland to grow without allowing the animals to graze there or touch the area. It
is not a large area to “box off” the wetlands.

The process for a Jurisdictional ruling was discussed. Planner Agresta noted that to get the Agency’s
ruling, it has to be based on presentation, facts and information presented. Chair. Tyrrell wanting more
information detailing the fencing, location and dimension of the proposed property strip to be clear on
how the wetlands would be protected. A simple picture to document and be clear what is proposed
(including dimension, location, etc.). It was confirmed that any deviation from the plan discussed would
require a new application. If it goes beyond what was described, it will become an enforcement issue.

Planner Agresta and Member Turoczi debated the Statue meaning of fill in a wetland. Member Turoczi
interpreting that what was proposed is directly related to agriculture. Planner Agresta stating that the
exception of agriculture is that you cannot fill the wetland. There was disagreement that fence posts in
a wetland would be considered fill.

It was questioned if they could limit the approval, this is not allowed per the Statute. It was confirmed
that once there is a Jurisdictional Ruling, there is no follow up. Just the area shown on the plan is what

the Agency would be ruling on.

It was clarified that any discussion about what the applicant stated could be done to mitigate any
disturbance of the wetland he could not be held to if they rule the application As-of-Right.

Consensus of the Agency was that what was presented is a permitted use by right under the Statute.

Copies of documents and meeting audio are available at the Land Use Office
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MOTION:

To determine application 25-IW-0001 for property located at 11 Hard Hill Road as presented is an As-of-
Right exempt activity.

Made by TUROCZI, Seconded by NEWELL
Vote: 4-0-1 — Approved — Motion Passed
Aye Newell, Richards, Turoczi, Tyrrell
Nay None
Abstain Werner

25-1W-0002 — 200 Old Sherman Hill Road / Map 19, Lot 4A-B / 0S-80 District / Timothy Drakeley
(owner), William Drakeley (applicant) / Within Wetlands/Watercourses and Upland Review Area:
Construction of driveway with two wetland crossings, including culvert crossing and seepage crossing,
and underground utilities serving and associated with proposed single-family dwelling.

William Drakeley lil and his wife Ashley were present for the discussion along with their engineer, Ron
Wolff.

Mr. Drakeley described the property location and briefly reviewed the plan with the Agency. There are
two wetlands areas that the driveway would go through. The first was previously approved, they are
looking for a reapproval of this crossing and an approval for the second crossing.

Planner Agresta gave a historical summary that this was a first cut and was not approved by anyone. It
is not a subdivision lot.

Ron Wolff described the approximately 40 acre parcel. It has been surveyed by Roy Cheney, licensed
land surveyor and the wetlands were delineated by Eric Davison professional soil scientist.

Plans were reviewed. The first wetland at the north is intermittent, there is a pond upgradient on the
neighboring property. The second wetland was described as a scrub wetland. It is located in an existing
field. Other wetlands areas located on the property were also noted.

An old site plan approved in 2011 was noted by Mr. Wolff. There is an access easement over this
property for the neighbors (the Papes). At the time of that approval, it was determined to be the best
location for the driveway access. What is proposed today is in essentially the same location.

The proposed driveway is 15 ft. wide for the first 650 ft. This is proactively proposed for future use by
more than one lot, so that in the future they do not need to go in and alter the driveway dimension.
The wetlands get narrower as it goes west and the grades are not as steep. It is further away from the
pond on the neighbor’s property. Wetlands have been reflagged on the Drakeley property.

A 24 inch diameter culvert is proposed for the first wetlands crossing. The driveway is slightly different

from the original proposal, due to newer wetlands flagging and keeping in alignment with existing
drainage catch basins in the road. Mr. Wolff also showed an existing pine grove that is preserved with

Copies of documents and meeting audio are available at the Land Use Office
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this plan. Cuts and fills have been limited. Driveway grade is maintained to be less than 15% the entire
way, a relatively flat grade.

A seepage envelope is proposed for the second wetlands crossing. This is crushed stone wrapped in
filter fabric. Details are noted on the plans.

After the second wetland crossing the driveway is tapered down to 12 ft. for the remaining length of the
driveway, which is outside the regulated area.

Contour lines were reviewed with the Agency showing the flow of the water and drainage on the
property.

Chair. Tyrrell asked for a comparison of the old crossing with the proposed. Mr. Wolff shared the actual
site plan showing the two driveways.

Planner Agresta questioned if the applicants had pursued a potential easement to go around and away
from the wetland. Reciprocating the easement to avoid the wetland, which benefits both parties. Mr.
Wolff responded that they had not. Their soil scientist indicated that the wetland was insignificant so
they just followed that advise.

It was confirmed that the driveway will be gravel. The profile off the road was shown.

Some members had walked the area previously. Members can review the site individually if they choose
to do so. The Agency expressed no additional concerns or questions and requested a draft motion for
the next meeting.

ENFORCEMENT & WETLANDS UPDATE
e 23-ENF-0002 — 197 Minortown Road / Map 25, Lot 2A-2 / 0S-60 District / Michelle Fusco

This item was tabled.

e 24-ENF-IW04 — 544 Old Sherman Hill Road / Map 2, Lot 5 / 0S-80 / Nicholas Bennett
No new information has been submitted. It was reminded that Mr. Bennett is continually doing
work to remediate and will provide a status update.

e 24-ENF-IW02 — 83 Park Road / Map 103, Lot 36A / 0S-60 District / Zachary Lessard
It was reminded that the last update had been that the remaining item of bringing the wood
inside the barn had been completed. This item has been resolved and can be removed from the
agenda.

e 23-ENF-IWO05 — 57 Lake Road / Map 77, Lot 3 & 7 / 0S-60 / Robert Taggett
e 23-ENF-IW06 — 13 Edward Avenue / Map 77, Lot 4-26, 27 & 2 / 05-60 / Frances M. Palomba

It was noted that the scheduled site walk had been cancelled due to snow cover. Members discussed
rescheduling. A site walk was scheduled for Sunday, February 23, 2025, at § AM.

Copies of documents and meeting audio are available at the Land Use Office
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ADMINISTRATIVE
Regular Meeting Minutes — 01/13/24

Page 2 — The two Motions incorrectly reflect that Member Newell abstained; it was confirmed that her
votes were a Nay. The Motions to be corrected to read as follows:

MOTION:
To approve 24-IW-0030 for property located at 197 Minortown Road per Draft Approval
Resolution dated 1/13/2025, as amended.

Made by PABST, Seconded by TUROCZI
Vote: 4-1-0 - Approved — Motion Passed

Aye Pabst, Richards, Turoczi, Tyrrell
Nay Newell

Abstain None

MOTION:
To approve letter regarding 24-IW-0030 for property located at 197 Minortown Road be sent to
the Planning Commission.

Made by TUROCZI, Seconded by PABST
Vote: 4-1-0 — Approved — Motion Passed
Aye Pabst, Richards, Turoczi, Tyrrell
Nay Newell
Abstain None

MOTION
To approve the Minutes of the January 13, 2024, meeting as amended (see above).
Made by GILLETTE, Seconded by TUROCZI
Vote: 4-0-1 — Approved — Motion Passed
Aye Newell, Richards, Turoczi, Tyrrell, Werner
Nay None
Abstain None

Regulation Review

= Draft Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations — Planner Agresta commented that
he just finalized the changes from the last meeting and will be forwarding them to Atty.
Brooks.

= Draft Forest Practices Regulations — This item has been tabled until after the amendments
to the Inland Wetland Regulations have been finalized.

CORRESPONDENCE - None

Copies of documents and meeting audio are available at the Land Use Office
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PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR —

William and Barbara Pape were present for a previous application but expressed an interest in what was
happening at 544 Old Sherman Hill Road. Chair. Tyrrell summarized this enforcement item.

Dumping incidents on Old Sherman Hill were also mentioned by the Papes.

Member Werner requested an update on 130 Washington Road, Youngs at Three Rivers. The Agency
was informed that the property owners have submitted applications and have been working with the
Land Use Office to develop a site plan.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:
To adjourn the meeting at 8:49 p.m.
Made by Member Newell with no objections.

Respectfully Submitted,

Awnne Firlings

Anne Firlings

Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Agency Clerk

Copies of documents and meeting audio are available at the Land Use Office



