SDAT/AIA Steering Committee

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, 11/30/16 SDAT

7 P.M. PARK & REC. HOUSE (7 Mountain Road)

MEMBERS PRESENT: Bob Clarke, Kathryn Sherer, David Taylor, Mary Tyrrell, Kippy West

ALSO PRESENT: Eileen Denver, Kathy Doyle, Ray Moser, Adele Taylor, members of the press
The meeting was called to order by Katy Sherer at 7:05 pm

The minutes for the prior meeting were approved.

North Green proposal to include parking on the Pleasant Street side and on the Green Circle:
Tim Drakley, chairman of the Park and Recreation Commission, has asked for a drawing of the
proposed plan. Jenifer Miller, Director of the Park and Recreation Department, is moving
forward to obtain a drawing. Once available, the drawing will be reviewed at the Park and
Recreation Commission meeting for approval before bringing the plan to the SDAT Committee
and the Board of Selectmen for review and approval. The work cannot be scheduled until
Spring and would be done after pending water work at The North Green is completed.

Main Street Streetscape: The Town should have a plan prior to when the State schedules the
repaving of Rte 6. There is a 3-5 year outlook for when repaving work might be done.

Woodbury residents expressed concerns about what is trying to be accomplished with any plans
to reconfigure Rte 6. Discussion included the following points:

The AIA study sited various ways to calm traffic going through town. Calming traffic
could contribute to pedestrian safety, a safer place for bicycling and improved traffic flows for
vehicles traveling through town.

Research shows that narrowing lanes slows traffic down. Narrowing lanes could also
provide for bike lanes and better on street parking.

A question was raised about whether there was enough demand for a biking lane
through town. There was some general thought that there was. Biking lanes could Impact
plans to a desire for more on street parking.

Concerns about traffic flows through town included as examples the entrance and exit to
LaBonnes, the intersection in front of the town office buildings and traffic light timing.

A sidewalk inventory has been completed by the town's Shade Tree and Sidewalk Committee.
A question was raised as to whether or not a study was being done to determine actual paths
that people were using to get around town to help in planning where new sidewalks might be
wanted or needed. Possible new sidewalks discussed included an extension to the Firehouse,

between the Middle School and the High School to the town center, the town center to Three
Rivers.




There was also discussion about:
The width of the sidewalks so they better accommodated two people walking side by
side and strollers.
The need for more visible/clearly defined crosswalks.
The condition of existing sidewalks.
Sidewalk lighting for improved safety.
The difficulty in crossing Rte 6 between the Old School House and the Hurd House.

Other Business:

BEDC- A request was made from the floor for an update on the progress the BEDC was making
in marketing the town and what can be done to move forward on marketing efforts.

The BEDC was given the charge last month to work on marketing efforts. The committee is in
the process of talking with vendors and publishers about developing a booklet similar to the one
that Kent has. There is currently no time line for any publication to be available and there will be
costs associated with this kind of effort.

A suggestion from the floor was that the map and town marketing information Collinsville has
might be another example to look at as that format might be easier to implement.

AlA Study and The current plan of Conservation and Development (POCD) - The deadline for
the next update to the POCD is 3/2020. In light of the AIA study and recommendations, there is
interest in perhaps moving the date in. Funding to start the process is being requested in next
year's fiscal plan.

Burying the power lines on Main Street - Hiram Peck has talked to project manager at
Eversource. A preliminary, high level study of the defined area with an approximate cost can be

done at no cost to the town. A more detailed study will cost the town 10% of the anticipated
cost of the project whether the project is implemented or not.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm

Filed subject to approval
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